REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
BLOOMING PRAIRIE, MINNESOTA
September 20, 2021

A regular school board meeting of the School Board of Independent School District #756, 
Blooming Prairie, Minnesota, was held in the High School Media Center on September 21, 2021 at 
7:15 p.m.  (Open Forum at 7:00 p.m.)

OPEN FORUM – Barry Magnuson, Chad Rafdal and Cody Hendrickson shared various concerns.
I.
CALL TO ORDER – CHAIRPERSON

II.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III.
ROLL CALL - CLERK 
 Kelly Braaten, Pam Hameister, Dean Meshke, 






 Jenny Thurnau, Melissa Stoen, Rodney Krell
ALSO PRESENT:
Superintendent of Schools, Elementary School Principal, 
High School Principal, Associate Principal, Member of the BPTA, School Patrons, Member of the Press 

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Jon Sunde
IV.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and seconded by Dean Meshke to approve the agenda as presented with additional items (payroll amount, handbooks, and Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy).  Motion carried.  (6 Aye/0 Nay)
V.
PRINCIPAL REPORTS

Reports given by Mr. Schwarz, Mr. Worke, and Ms. Mach.  
VI.
ITEMS ON WHICH BOARD ACTION IS REQUESTED

A. Minutes, Bills, Treasurer’s Report, Donations
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and seconded by Melissa Stoen to approve the minutes, bills, treasurer’s report, and donations.  Motion carried.  (6 Aye/0 Nay)
B. Employment
Motion by Pam Hameister and seconded by Dean Meshke to approve the employment of 
Michelle Southworth as a student council advisor starting with the 2021-22 school year 
with placement on step 0 of the prevailing Extracurricular Schedule.  Motion carried.  
(6 Aye/0 Nay)
Motion by Kelly Braaten and seconded by Pam Hameister to approve the employment of Dina Ott as an elementary paraprofessional effective August 30, 2021 working approximately 6.5 hours per day at step 0 of the paraprofessional grid..  Motion carried.  (6 Aye/0 Nay)

C. Volunteer Coaches
Motion made by Pam Hameister and seconded by Melissa Stoen to approve Katelyn Joenks as a volunteer cheerleading coach.  Motion carried.  (6 Aye/0 Nay)
D. Handbooks
Motion made by Kelly Braaten and seconded by Jenny Thurnau to approve the following handbooks:  Coaches Handbook, Elementary Parent-Student Handbook, Elementary Teacher Handbook, High School Student Handbook, High School Teacher Handbook, iPad/Macbook Handbook, and High School Crisis Management Plan.  Motion carried.  (6 Aye/0 Nay)
E. Resolution Relating to Appointing Election Judges and Absentee Ballot Board Members for the November 2, 2021 School District Election
Motion made by Jenny Thurnau and seconded by Dean Meshke to approve a resolution appointing individuals as election judges and absentee ballot board.  Motion carried.  (Roll call vote:  6 Aye-Braaten, Hameister, Meshke, Thurnau, Stoen, Krell/0 Nay)
F. Student Pass
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and seconded by Melissa Stoen to approve annual athletic passes for students at $25.00 per pass.  Motion carried.  (6 Aye/0Nay)
G. Proposed Levy Limitation and Certification 2021 Payable 2022
Motion by Pam Hameister and seconded by Melissa Stoen to approve the “maximum” 
amount for the proposed levy limitation and certification 2021 payable 2022.  Motion carried.  
(6 Aye/0 Nay)
H. Property and Casualty Insurance/Workers Compensation Insurance
Motion by Kelly Braaten and seconded by Jenny Thurnau to approve property and casualty insurance/workers compensation insurance from the Jensen Agency.  Coverage will be from EMC (property/liability) and Wright/AmTrust (workers compensation).    Motion carried.  
(6 Aye/0 Nay)

I. Steele County Area Mental Health Collaborative Contract

Motion by Pam Hameister and seconded by Melissa Stoen to approve a service agreement with Steele County Area Mental Health Collaborative providing benefits to the district helping to defray the cost of our school social worker services.  Motion carried.  

(6 Aye/0 Nay)

J. BPTA Contract

Motion by Jenny Thurnau and seconded by Dean Meshke to approve a contract settlement with the Blooming Prairie Teachers Association for an overall increase of 7.33% over two years.  Motion carried.  (Roll Call Vote:  6 Aye-Braaten, Hameister, Meshke, Thurnau, Stoen, and Krell/0 Nay).  
K. Bus Contract
Motion by Pam Hameister and seconded by Jenny Thurnau to approve a one-year bus contract with Blooming Prairie Bus Company with approximately a 3% increase.  Motion carried.  (Roll Call Vote:  6 Aye-Braaten, Hameister, Meshke, Thurnau, Stoen, Krell/0 Nay)
L. Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy
Motion by Jenny Thurnau and seconded by Pam Hameister to approve an updated internet policy.  Motion carried.  (6 Aye/0 Nay)
VII.
 ITEMS OF INFORMATION AND/OR DISCUSSION ONLY

A. Safe Return to Learning Plan

Mr. Staloch reviewed. 

B. Committee Reports



A committee report update was given for the following committees:  Education Foundation, 



Negotiations, Staff Development, Steele County Collaborative; Transportation and ZED.
C. Enrollment Data
Enrollment for the 2021-22 school year as of September 14, 2021 is 468 at the elementary school (grades K-6) and 367 at the high school (grades 7-12) (348 attending BPHS and 19 PSEO).  The PSEO number consists of 10 full-time and 9 part-time students. 
D. Dates to Note  
The Board noted dates of importance.  
VIII.
     SUPERINTENDENT OR BOARD MEMBER ITEMS
 
Esser III grant is being finalized.
IX.

ADJOURNMENT
    Motion by Jenny Thurnau and seconded by Pam Hameister to adjourn the meeting at 7:51 p.m.  
    Motion carried.  (6 Aye/0 Nay)
    Tentatively, the next Regular School Board Work Session will be held on Thursday,  
    October 14, 2021 at 6:00 a.m. in the High School Media Center.
    Tentatively, the next Regular School Board Meeting will be Monday, October 18,   

    at 7:15 p.m. in the High School Media Center (Open Forum begins at 7:00 p.m.).
    A complete copy of the official minutes may be found in their entirety in the official minute   

    book located in the superintendent’s office at the high school; however, they will not be 
    available until approved by the School Board.








Respectfully Submitted, 








Pam Hameister








Clerk of the School Board
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