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A

Absences

If your child is going to be absent please call 583-6615 ext. 238.  This is the direct number to my classroom, ensuring that I will receive the message of your child’s absence. 
Arrivals and Departures

Morning students:  Pre-K starts at 8:10 and dismisses at 10:50.  Students who ride the bus will get off the bus and come directly to our classroom.  Students who get dropped off can be brought in by a parent or dropped off at the office doors where a Para will be watching students until the bell rings at 8:10.  If you will be picking your child up from school, please pick them up by the Southeast doors (park on the other side of the street so the buses and vans can pull up as close as possible to the doors).  

Afternoon students:  Pre-K starts at 12:10 and dismisses at 2:50.  Students who ride the bus/van will be dropped off at the Southeast doors and a Para will be watching the students until I pick them up to come into the classroom.  If you will be dropping your child off please drop them off at the Southeast doors.  If your student will be riding the bus after school they will be taken to the correct bus by a Para.  I will wait with the students who are going to be picked up or who are walking home with siblings.  If you will be picking your child up from school, please park and come into the south doors of the school and pick your child up from the classroom. 

**If you need to pick your child up early from school or bring your child late, please check in and out through the office.  If possible let me know in advance if your child needs to be picked up early for an appointment, etc.  (
B

Backpacks

We recommend that your child bring a backpack to school everyday.  Important school papers will be sent home in a folder that your child will bring home and bring back to school everyday, this allows you peace of mind that school information is getting home to you and is returned back to me if necessary.  Please label the backpack with your child’s name and phone number.  

Behavior Plan

We use a behavioral plan that is called Responsive Classroom.  Responsive Classroom focuses on building a community of learners and creating a climate of warmth and safety.  We reinforce, model, and role-play positive behaviors and work to prevent negative behaviors before they occur.  The Take-A-Break chair is a chair that is used in our classroom throughout the year.  Your child may have to sit at the Take-A-Break chair to think about something minor that they did.  While sitting in the chair it is their job to think of how to fix the problem so that they don’t repeat the same behavior again.  1st time, they come back on their own.  2nd time, I will tell them when they can come and join us.  3rd time, they will be taken to a “buddy room.”  You will automatically get a phone call if your child goes to the “buddy room.”  Please do not ask your child, “Did you have any take-a-breaks today?”  Asking makes the child feel bad for very small things.  

Overall:  If there are any behavior problems concerning your child, I will contact you. 
Birthdays

We LOVE birthdays and they are very special to us.  If your child has a summer birthday we will be celebrating their ½ birthday.  The day we will celebrate your child’s birthday will be on a monthly calendar that you receive at the beginning of every month.  Please let me know if you do not want your child’s birthday celebrated in class.  You may bring treats to school for the entire class to celebrate your child’s birthday.  The treats you bring must be store bought and pre-packaged.  Your child will also receive a birthday crown to wear for the day.  Please avoid sending birthday invitations to school with your child unless a boy invites all boys or a girl invites all girls from our class.  Feelings are very sensitive at this age and we want to avoid hurt feelings as much as possible. 

Book Orders

Each month a Scholastic Book Order form will be sent home in your child’s folder.  The book club has some excellent books at very reasonable prices.  It takes about two weeks for the books to arrive after I place the order.  The children love to receive books and this is a great way to encourage your child to enjoy reading.  Please make your check out to Scholastic Book Club. You may also pay in cash and I will then make out a personal check to send into the company.

C

Clothing

Students need to wear appropriate, comfortable clothing and shoes for school.  The temperature in our classroom seems to fluctuate, layers might be a good option.  Please notice before sending your daughters to make sure that their tank tops have a strap that is at least 1 inch wide, spaghetti straps are not to be worn to school.    

Communication

We feel that communication between home and school is a very important part of your child’s success.  Each child will have a folder that he/she will bring back and forth between home and school each day.  All of the schoolwork and any important information for you will be put in the folder and any notes that you have for us can also be put in the folder.  We will check each folder at the beginning of every class.  Your child can bring his/her own folder or we can provide one for your child.  Feel free to contact me by e-mail or telephone at any time:




nschneider@blossoms.k12.mn.us



School: 583-6615 EXT 238

If there is an urgent message about dismissal for that day, please make sure you call and speak directly to me so you know I have received the message. 

Conferences 

Parent/Teacher conferences are held in October and again in February.  We will be discussing your child’s accomplishments, strengths and overall progress.  Please feel free to schedule additional conferences at any time during the year. 

 **Before leaving today sign up for a October conference time**

Curriculum

Our curriculum in our class will be a theme-based curriculum based on the skills necessary for your child to successfully start Kindergarten.  We will be using the program called, “Opening the World of Learning” for language.  “Everyday Math” is our lower elementary math curriculum that will be used in our classroom.  Because research says pre-kindergarten children learn best through play, our learning centers will be set up in such a manner to guide children in learning the skills we feel are appropriate through their play and interaction with other children.  As the year progresses, your child will bring home lending library games and books.  You will receive more information regarding these later in the year.

D

Dismissal

Please remember to contact me if your child needs to go to a different destination after school.

1 pm Early Dismissals = NO MORNING OR AFTERNOON PRE-K CLASSES
E

Emergencies

You will be contacted if your child is injured at school by myself or by Nurse Kay.  It is very important that you keep your contact phone numbers up to date so we can reach you.  If you ever want any numbers taken off the list or any phone numbers changed please let me know so I can change them accordingly on your child’s information sheet.

F

Folder

Your child is responsible to turn in his/her folder everyday.  Remember this folder will contain important information as well as projects that your child has done at school.  Please check this folder every night and make sure it gets returned to your child’s backpack.  This folder is also a way of communication between you and I.  Messages need to be written by you not verbally given to me by your child. 

G

Guests

You are welcome to come visit our classroom anytime.  Please let me know before hand so I can plan accordingly.

H

Homework

Homework is not something that your child will bring home to do every night, although please take time every night to read to your child.  This will not only excite your child about books but will also help promote a love for reading!

I

Illness

It can be very difficult to decide when your child should stay home, BUT please keep your child home from school when they are ill.  If they have a temperature, the general rule is not to return to school until the fever has been broken for 24 hours.  It prevents other children from becoming ill and helps to keep the sick child comfortable at home.  Remember to call and let me know if your child is ill.

J

Junk

Your junk might be our treasure!!  During the course of the year we may need you to search your house for some junk that we can use in classroom.  We will notify you of our needs in the monthly newsletter or you can also take a look at the wish tree located outside my classroom door throughout the year.

K

Pre-K Newsletter

A newsletter will be sent home with your child every month.  This newsletter includes everyone’s birthday for that month, reminders, and important information and dates to mark on the calendar.

L

Lost and Found

“Mom, I lost a mitten!!!”  If your child says this to you some point during the winter please take the time to stop into the school and check out the lost and found, located outside of the office.  If possible please label items so if they do get lost we will have a much easier time finding the owner. 

M

Medical Administration

Due to state law, I need written permission to administer medication to your child at school.  This can come from a doctor or from you, but if it is a prescription medication, it needs to be in the original container.

N
Newsletter

Look for a newsletter in your child’s folder monthly!!! (
O

Open House

In December, we will have a Holiday Open House.  Your child will perform a couple of songs/poems.  Afterwards you will be able to enjoy some holiday snacks.  Look for more information as the holiday season sneaks up on us!

P

Payment

Pre-K payment is due before the first of every month.  Please turn in your first month’s payment as soon as possible.  The fee for School Readiness students is $100.00 per month.  The fee for Title One students is $15.00 per month.  You will receive a bill once a month, but you can also feel free to pay for the entire year ($900.00 or $135.00) or several months at a time.  Remember to ask for a free and reduced lunch form if you think you might qualify for reduced or free services.

Q

Questions

Please feel free to contact me at anytime for any questions or concerns you may have. 

R

Restrooms

Students are encouraged to use the bathroom as needed, unfortunately bathroom accidents can still happen and we will handle the incident as compassionately and discreetly as possible.  **If you haven’t done so already please send an extra bag (labeled with their first and last name) of clothes (shirt, pants, underwear, socks) with your child so we have those items on hand if they are needed**

S

Sharing
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursday will be open share days where your child can talk about anything that he/she chooses.  Please do not send an object with them on these days. When your child is Star of the Week they may bring one special item to share with their friends.  After each child shares, other students will be able to ask questions, make comments or compliment their friends.  This is a great way to build communication skills.  (
Snack

Everyday the children will have a snack as part of our class.  If you are able to donate a snack to our classroom it would be greatly appreciated.  The snacks should feed 18 kids.  According to state law, snacks must be store bought and pre-packaged.  You can donate any time during the year and as often as you would like.  We sometimes serve juice with our snack, so we also are in need of small Dixie cups to serve the juice in.  If you are able to donate Dixie cups, that would be greatly appreciated as well.

Suggested snacks: Goldfish, graham crackers, child’s favorite cereal, pretzels, large bottles of juice, etc.

If we are in dire need of snacks it will be stated in our monthly newsletter!

Star of Week

Each week one child will be the “Pre-Kindergarten Star of the Week.”  He/She will get to be the line leader and special helper for the week.  I will try to correspond this with when their birthday celebration will fall, but this won’t always be possible.  When your child is Star of the Week, they will get a form to fill out and bring back and they may also bring 5-10 pictures to display.  They will also get to sit in the Star of the Week royalty chair and wear a star vest. (
T

Transportation

I will go by the transportation schedule you have given me for your child.  If your child rides the bus, Peggy will walk your child directly to the bus every day.  If you are picking up your child, you can do so outside the southeast doors in the morning and at the classroom door in the afternoon.  Please let me know of any changes in the transportation schedule for your child in writing.  If your child rides the bus to or from school, any changes NEED to be directed to Brett King at 456-4130.  

**Before you leave today please verify with me how your child is getting to school. Also, verify how your child is getting to their destination after school.
U

Unique

Each child is unique in personality and academic development; I’m so excited to get to know each of your children throughout the school year!
V

Visitors

Visitors are always welcome; please let me know before hand if you want to come. 

W

Winter Weather

Minnesota Winter Weather can be unpredictable, but I want to you to be prepared for when we do get 3 feet of snow over night! (
2 HOUR DELAY = NO MORNING OR AFTERNOON PRE-K

EARLY RELEASE RELATED TO WEATHER = NO AFTERNOON PRE-K

SCHOOL CLOSED = NO MORNING OR AFTERNOON PRE-K

Wish Tree

Take a look outside the classroom door and you will find a “Wish Tree.”  These are items that will be used/needed throughout the school year.  If you would like to take an apple and purchase that for our classroom it would be greatly appreciated.  
X

eXtraordinary

All pre-kindergartners are eXtraordinary!  During the school year we will have many eXperiences to eXplore and eXtend knowledge beyond the classroom and into the real world.  Learning should be fun and eXciting!

Y

PlaY

Make your pre-kindergartner’s daY!  EnjoY Yourself bY living in the moment and practicing creativitY.  PlaY everYdaY!

Z





   

ZzZzZzZz!!!!!!!

Please make sure that your child gets plenty of rest!  Setting and keeping a bedtime routine is a wonderful gift you can give to your child.  It will help them be alert and ready to learn each day!  A light healthy breakfast is also very beneficial to a successful school day!

Thank you for sharing your child with me this year!  I’m looking forward to a FABULOUS year! (
