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 The Graduating Class of 2022 will be completing

this part  of their journey on 
Friday, May 27th at  7:00 pm. 

The ceremony will be held in the 
Hill City High School Gymnasium.  

Nolan Baumeister    Ruby Booth
Jonniya Borders    Mackenzie Casper
Thorin Dunham    Mariah Eisenmenger
MacKenzie Finke    Payden Gould
Carter Hare     Brenden Humphrey
Sarah James     Zavier James 
Carlos Jimenez    Hunter Johnson
Ava Klennert     Joie Koran
Logan Maaskant    Nicholas Meyer
Julia Nordquist    Dari Okerstrom
Johnathan Olson    LeRoy Porter
Cayleb Shelby    Jack Taylor
 Taylor Wagner    Savanna Wheeler



Hill City School Board

For School Closings and Emergency Information Broadcasts
RADIO STATIONS

RADIO USA 99.9 FM
KOZY Grand Rapids        1320 AM 
KMFY Grand Rapids 96.9 FM
WTBX Grand Rapids 93.9 FM
KAXE Grand Rapids 91.7 FM
KBAJ                                105.5 FM

INSTANT ALERT
Infinite Campus’ Voice  
Messenger system will 
call parents between 
5:00 - 6:00 a.m. for 
school closings.

TV STATIONS
WDIO/WIRT

KDLH
KBJR

WCCO

Community Newsletter Deadline
Just a reminder, if you would like an article put in the 
Community Newsletter, it must be turned in to the school 
office by the 15th of the month to be put in the following 
months’ newsletter.  Newsletters are posted on the website 
around the 25th of the month. If you have any questions 
regarding this, please feel free to contact Jessica at  
(218) 697-2394, ext. 101.

Jay Zapzalka, Chairman Joell Miranda,  Clerk Bambi Lange, Treasurer
67880 353rd Ave PO Box 253 505 Ione Ave
Hill City, MN 55748 Hill City, MN  55748 Hill City, MN 55748

  
Mark Meyer, Vice Chair Ron Saxton  Rich Kingsley 
PO Box 42 33528 St. Hwy 200 67889 353rd Ave
 Hill City, MN 55748 Hill City, MN 55748 Hill City, MN 55748

Committee Assignments for 2022

Committee Representative
MSHSL Mark Meyer
Negotiations Committee Jay Zapzalka, Mark Meyer,
 (Rich Kingsley, Alt.)
Curriculum Committee Joell Miranda (Bambi Lange, Alt.)
Community Education Advisory Council Mark Meyer (Bambi Lange, Alt.)
Meet and Confer Bambi Lange and Joell Miranda 
 (Ron Saxton, Alt.)
Staff Development Joell Miranda and Jay Zapzalka
School and Community Health Team Joell Miranda and Ron Saxton 
Recertification Committee Bambi Lange
Comparable Worth Jay Zapzalka 
Safety/Transportation Committee Mark Meyer and Jay Zapzalka
Athletic Advisory Committee Jay Zapzalka and Mark Meyer 
 (Rich Kingsley, Alt.)
Itasca Area Schools Collaborative Bambi Lange and Mark Meyer
Policy Committee Bambi Lange and Ron Saxton

                                   Support Within Reach serves 
                                  Aitkin county residents. Our 
                                   mission: To reduce the impact 
                                   and harm of sexual violence in
the communities we serve. Free and confidential 24 
hour Crisis Line:

Call 218-326-5008 or 1-866-747-5008
MEDICAL/LEGAL SUPPORT & FOLLOW-UP   PEER 

COUNSELING  COMMUNITY REFERRALS & EDUCATION



INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2
HILL CITY, MINNESOTA

The Organizational Meeting of the Board of 
Education of Independent School District No. 
2, Hill City, Minnesota, was called to order by 
Chairman  at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, March  28, 
2022.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call showed the following members 
present: Bambi Lange, Rich Kingsley, Joell 
Miranda, Jay Zapzalka, Mark Meyer and Ron 
Saxton. Board Members absent: None. Also 
in attendance: Ellie Hill, Eric Hill, Paula Nix-
Vromann, Mendy Oukrop and Becky Moore.   

1. Approved the Agenda as presented.
2. Consider the Consent Agenda and revise 

and remove as needed.
3. Approved the Minutes of the Special 

Meeting of February 22, 2022.
4. Approved the February 2022 bills.
5. Approved the current bills through March 

10, 2022 and presrented for payment. 
6.. Reviewed Investments and Wire Transfers. 
7. Recognitions: None
8. Open for Consent Items: Chris Bishop and 

Becky Moore came to express concerns 
about the music program at the school.

9. Transportation Report: None
10.Curriculum Committee: None
11. Policy Committee: None
12. School and Community Health: None
13. Safety/Transportation Committee: Health 

and Safety Management for the 2022-2023 
School Year was discussed. New workman 
comp procedures were discussed.

14. Negotiations Committee: Intent to Negotiate 
with Early Childhood Coordinator, Brandon 
Otway, for the 2022-2023 School Year.

15. Community Education Report: None

16.Building & Grounds Director Report: None
17. Principal’s Report: None  
18. Business Manager Report: District changes 

to healthcare were discussed. Budget 
updates were given.  

19. Superintendent Report: The budget was 
discussed. Thanks to Ellie and Adam given 
all the hard work they do for the District. 
Collaboration Meeting will be April.

20. Reviewd and Approved POS Agreement for 
Shared Superintendent Services between 
Hill City and Northland Community 
Schools.

21. Approved per Revisions the Superintendent 
contract for the 2022-2025 School Years.  

22. Approved the resignation of 
Paraprofessional/Concession Advisor Lisa 
Blanchard. 

23. Approved hiring Laurie Holm as .5 
Concessions Advisor

24. Notice to the Board of the Extension of the 
Probationary Period of Katie Vanderport by 
one year.   

25. Approved reduction of Spanish Instructor 
from .83 FTE to .5 FTE for the 2022-2023 
School Year due to Northland no longer 
buying into Spanish Program. 

26. Approved the reduction of 1.0 FTE Tech 
Integrationist for the 2022-2023 School 
Year. 

27. Approved the reduction of Instrumental and 
Classroom Music Instructor from 1.0 FTE 
to .67 FTE.

28. Approved posting for .33 FTE Medical 
Careers Teacher for the 2022-2023 School 
Year.

29. Approved posting a .41 FTE Science 
Teacher for the 2022-2023 School Year per 
the HCUE Agreement.

30. Approved posting a .67 FTE Physical 
Education Teacher position for the 2022-
2023 School Year per the HCUE contract.

31. Approved posting a .41 FTE Visual Arts 



Teacher for the 2022-2023 School Year per 
the HCUE Agreement. 

32. Approved the IAQ Improvement Contract 
with the Jamar Company to Dehumidify 
Gym A.

33. Approved to Cisco Voice Upgrade Contract 
with Heartland Business Systems for Phone 
system upgrade.

34. Approved the following people for Credit 
Recovery Teachers: Kay Koerber Credit 
Recovery Advisor, Adam Johnson Math 
Recovery Teacher, Laurie Holm English 
Recovery Teacher, Langdon Spangler 
Social Studies Recovery Teacher, Matt 
Aleva Science Recovery Teacher. 

35. Select Board Members to present Diploma’s 
during the 2022 CLass Graduation 
Ceremony. Board Members selected: Ron 
Saxton, Mark Meyer, Joell Miranda and 
Bambi Lange.

36. Meetings to be Attending and Meetings 
Attended: Next Regular Board Meeting is 
April 25, 2022

37. Approved to adjourn the Meeting at 7:11 
p.m.

Respectfully submitted,  Joell Miranda  Clerk

These are Unofficial Minutes. Complete Minutes of the above Board 
Meetings and all Board Meetings are on file in the administration office 
and may be viewed at any time during regular business hours. 

Hey Hornet Alumni! We would love 
to highlight where our journeys 

have taken all of us. Let's show our 
students just how wide the world can 
be,  and just how sweet it can be right 

here at home, too. If you would like 
to participate in our #Hornetatheart 
project, email pictures and stories 
to Mrs. Holm at lholm@isd002.org. 

We'd love to hear about your military 
service,  jobs, career paths, families,  
education journey, Hill City memories, 

... really whatever it is that makes you a 
Hornet at heart! (Be sure to include the 
year you graduated). Let's see all that 

Hornet pride. This is going to    
                                      be so fun to see!!

Some ideas for information to include 
(you can include anything you want. 

Definitely doesn’t need to be from this 
list or this whole list. These are just 

some ideas to get you started):
~Name (maiden name as well if your 
last name has changed since you were 
a Hornet)
~Graduation year
~Where did you go after graduation?
~Where are you working/living now?
~Education/military service
~Highlights from your journey since 
leaving HCHS
~Coolest place you have visited
Family
~Teacher who made an impact on your 
life
~Fun memory from HCHS
~Advice to the students at HCHS
~Photos would be super fun. Family 
pictures, pictures from your life now or 
your journey, etc.



Grade 12 Grade 11 Grade 10 Grade 9

A A A A

MacKenzie Casper Saige Ahonen Emmett Bray Bellona Dunham
Ava Klennert Emma Finke Taleigha Cook Adrianna Harcey

Julia Nordquist Kyle Grimsbo Brooklyn Harcey Steven Meyer
Dari Okerstrom Riley Holm Allison Kimball Kaija Neary

Raven Miranda Easton Kingsley Abby Zapzalka
B Kira Schuety Adrianna Leverty-Taylor

Andrew St. Martin Jax Neary
Ruby Booth Ally Zapzalka Shaley Pearson B

Jonniya Borders Annika Spangler
Thorin Dunham B Lainee Spangler Trevor Kingsley

Mackenzie Finke Brielle Oleson
Brenden Humphrey Tanner Harcey B Matthew Washburn

Hunter Johnson Michelle Smith
Joie Koran Niyelle Solie Emily Grimsbo

Logan Maaskant Hayden Schafer
Cayleb Shelby Torrance Strongheart
Taylor Wagner Grade 7 Brooklyn Swanson

Grade 8 A
Grade 6

A Nathan Kingsley
A

Madison Barnes B
Callee Gerber Haley Barnes

Jasmine Kingsley Christen Boleman Tyler Pearson
Madilyn Swanson Dani Hannula

Coltyn Harcey B
B Taylor Washburn

Hannah Barnes
Mackenzie Benson Shyanne Benes

Reese Boleman Kyleah Kaslow
Mariah Dahl Vanessa Kingsley

Jackson Kingsley
Jordan Lievsay
Micah Pinksa

Kaydince Saxton

             HILL CITY SCHOOL HONOR ROLL
          Third Quarter 2021-2022
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Hill City School is nearing the end of the 2021-2022 school year. We are looking
 forward to seeing the Class of 2022 students graduate and enter into the next 
phase of their lives. We are very proud of each of the students as they 
near graduation on May 27th.  Best of luck Class of 2022!
Congratulations to Mrs. Pearson's third grade classroom on winning the 
"Read to the Final Four" competition that took place statewide! They 
were awarded with a $5000 grant that will get new books for the school.
 This is an awesome award that Hill City was able to win, and it is 
because of the hard work of the entire third grade! Congratulations!
Baseball and softball is underway, but the weather has been holding up 
the start. When this newsletter comes out, hopefully we have some 
baseball and softball games taking place. We are looking forward to a
 great spring season and good luck Storm!
Hill City School is under way for the 2022-23 school year. We are 
looking at updating several things in and around the building.  We are 
working on new classes for students and updating our school crisis plan,
 amongst other things. I am excited about the upcoming school year. 
I would like to thank 8th through 12th grade students for their hard work in the 
math area. The students are going through something brand new for the past 2
 months and the students have done an excellent job with it. Thank you students 
for the hard work.
This lends to the idea that in Hill City, we have some truly great students.
 Hill City students when they go out into the community or at games, our 
students are typically respectful and the same thing happens in the building.
 I am truly lucky to be able to work with our students and I want to thank 
them for a great year.
We do have an upcoming retirement at the end of the school year. Mrs. Magner, a 
longtime teacher and role model around the building, is retiring at the end of this 
year. Mrs. Magner has impacted so many students and staff and she will be missed by 
everyone in the building and community. Thank you again Mrs. Magner.
If interested in coming to visit the school this summer, please reach out to the school 
and we can set a visit up. Thank you and Go Hornets and Go Storm!

On the First Tuesday of Every Month...

There is a Veteran’s Social Hour

It meets from 5:00-6:45

at the Cozy Cove Coffee Company

Come Join us. 



Hill City Drama 
Department Presents:

 A Night of Improv!  

Wednesday, May 4th!  
 A fundraiser for a new light 
board and lights.  Featuring 
your favorite Hill City actors 
and actresses and spaghetti 
dinner before the show!

Dinner served from 
5-6 pm

Improv show 6-7 pm 
with a 10-minute 

intermission
Tickets for the show 

are $5.00
Dinner and a show 

$10.00 

Extra Donations are 
always appreciated! 

You stepped up and helped 
us out a 

WHOLE bunch
this school year!!!

Marcia Stuber

Elementary Field Day for grades K-5 will be held on 
Wednesday, May 18 
(Wednesday, May 25 is the rain date). 
Grades K-2 will be from 1:00-2:00 and grades 
3-5 will be from 2:00-3:00. This year will NOT be a traditional elementary track and field 
day. An afternoon filled with fun games/events is being planned! 
Since this year will be different than in the past, your help is needed and would be greatly 

appreciated. If you would like to help in the planning process, are willing to donate 
supplies and/or your time, or are willing to help out on field day, please let us know. You 

can contact us at: dfairchild@isd002.org OR sjohnson@isd002.org. We are looking 
forward to working with you to make this a fun event for students! We hope to see you 

all there!
Thank you,    Dawn Fairchild and Stacey Johnson



congratulations
3rd graders 

Mrs. Pearson
Beau Benes
Emery Boleman
Sophia Bryant
Rachel Catlin
Harper Fenske
Lorelei Goodrich
Zoee Hildebrant
River Holm 
Stella Johnson
Mercedez Martin
Dante Mercado
Myles Moos
Avery Porter
Hailey Washburn
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Coming soon to a yard near you…..

WHO: Our Swarm Clean up Crew, grades 9-12 are getting ready to give back to our
great HC Community!

WHAT: We would like to help you with any yard work that needs done as the snow
melts and we get ready to welcome Summer back! (You would need to be within
walking distance of the school)

WHEN: To Be Determined (mid-May) Contact Sarah Kingsley to get on our list @
sakingsley@isd002.org or call @ 218-360-5054.

******We will be accepting donations during this, all proceeds to go towards next
year's Swarm festivities! We will keep an updated goal total for all to see in our
Commons area and on ISD 002 Facebook page.



The Hill City Speech season went underway with 5 students completing the season!  In competitive 
speech, there are 13 different categories students can choose from.  Students can write their own speech, or 
use a script from a book, play, or other source.  Some categories are dramatic, while others are fact-based.  
Last year was the team’s first year and the students participated in virtual events due to the pandemic.  
This year Hill City students had their first experiences with in-person meets. The season started with three 
students in Discussion.  Their topic was “The State of the US Democracy in 2022.”  Two more students 
were competing as a pair in Dramatic Duo. After learning more about speech, students switched to try 
different categories. The Hill City Speech Team concluded its 2nd year at the 7A Section Tournament at 
Duluth Marshall on April 8.  Allison Kimball advanced from the subsection tournament in Onamia on 
April 2 in the category of Storytelling and placed 7th at the Section Tournament. The five team members 
competed in the categories of Discussion, Dramatic Duo, and Storytelling.  Although the team was hit hard 
with illness this season, they worked hard to stay competitive. Speech is a Minnesota State High School 
League activity and is open to students in grades 7-12.  Students can choose to compete in one of 13 
different categories.  Forbes magazine writer Robert Sher suggests that businesses should look to those who 
competed in speech and debate in high school as their future leaders.    Any students interested in the Hill 
City Speech Team for the 2023 season should 
contact Mrs. Vroman for more information. 

Incoming Kindergarten students
are invited to Kindergarten Round Up

 it will be held 

Friday, May 13th from 
1:00-2:45 in room 252 

Your child will be able to meet their classmates 
and teacher. Incoming students will get a glimpse 

of what Kindergarten will be like. We will have 
circle time, do a few projects, have snack, and 
have free choice. If your child is not currently 

enrolled in school at Hill City please enroll today. 
Please contact me if you have any questions.  

Mrs. Tobeck Kindergarten Teacher 
jtobeck@isd002.org



ROCKET DAY 2022
Sponsored by: KR Acres of Hill City

Thanks to Ron and Kristine Saxton of KR Acres, the 5th
and 6th grade students have had the opportunity to learn
of rockets and rocketry. The students have each built a
rocket and will be launching it on Thursday, April 28, 2022
beginning at 11:30 a.m. from the Hill City School Football
Field/Track Complex. Come and watch!

to Our Wonderful

For all that you do!!!

          From, The Hill City SWARM

We had a wonderful turnout on Saturday April 16th 
and a great crew of volunteers that made the day a 

success!  Thanks to everyone that came out.
Thank you to the bicycle sponsors – Hill City Thrift 
Shop, KR Acres, Roadside Market, and Sunny’s.

We received a micro grant from the United Way of 
1000 Lakes to purchase helmets for each bike.

Thanks to additional sponsors of the event: Harry’s, 
Hill City American Legion, Hill City Events & Rec 
Committee, Hill City Lions Club, Knuckleheads, 

Lakeland Trailers, The Pub, Trails Inn, White Tail Inn, 
and Woodland Bank.

Right-Way Driving
will be having

 classroom driver’s education
 at the Hill City School
August 1 - August 12 

Classes will be held Mon-Fri
from 9:00am - 12 noon for 2 weeks

Pick up registration forms in
 the school office.

Classroom fee: $100
Behind the wheel fee: $44/hr

Car rental for test: $25
(prices subject to change)

Questions Contact:  Right-Way Driving at 
327-4880 or Tami at Hill City Comm Ed 

at 697-2394 Ext.172 or 
tmeyer@isd002.org

REMEMBER:  You MUST have your 
permit for 6 months and be 16 yrs old 

before you can get your license!



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2

Muffins
Cheese Stick

3
Oatmeal
Cereal

Graham Cracker

4

Breakfast Pizza

5
Cinnamon

Burst
Struddle

6
Cinnamon

Roll
Yogurt

Menu subject 
to change at 

anytime

Offer-vs-Serve
 Build a healthy 
Meal.  Select a full 
or 1/2 serving of

9

Cereal Bar

10
Oatmeal
Cereal

Graham Cracker

11
French Toast
Cheese Stick

12
Strawberry

Bagel

13
Cinnamon Roll
Cheese Stick

14
   Fruit, Juice

and Milk
 served Daily

ruit or veggie & 
a minimum of 2  
other full  meal
components. 

16
Muffins

Cheese Stick

17
Oatmeal
Cereal

Graham Cracker

18

Breakfast Pizza

19
Apple Struddle

20
Cinnamon 

Roll
Yogurt

21

meal components 
are offered daily. 
Students must 
select a

23

Cereal Bar

24
Oatmeal
Cereal

Graham Cracker

25
French Toast
Cheese Stick

26
Cereal

Graham Cracker

27
Cinnamon Roll
Cheese Stick

 JUNE 1-2
COOKS CHOICE 

MENU
FOR

BREAKFAST

One of the 
components must 
be a fruit or 
veggie.

                           

30

NO SCHOOL

31
COOK’S
CHOICE

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Offer-vs-Serve
 Build a healthy 
Meal.  Select a full 
or 1/2 serving of

2
Chicken Poppers
Potato Wedges

Veggies
Roll

3
Cheese 

Quesadilla w/
Fixings, Corn,
Black Beans

4
Creamy Ch. Wild

Rice Soup, 
Turkey&Cheese
Sand., Goldfish

5
Hot Dog or Brat 
on a Bun, Baked

Beans,
Potato Salad

6
Pizza,

Salad Bar,
Corn

7

fruit or veggie & 
a minimum of 2  
other full  meal
components. 

9
French Bread

Pizza, Marinara
Mixed Veggies 

w/ Dip

10
Pork Roast,

Mashed Potato,
Corn, Roll,

Green Beans

11
Burrito w/
Fixings,

Spanish Rice,
Beans

12
Sub Sandwich,
Potato Salad,
Veggies & Dip

13
Chicken Ala

King,
Biscuits,
Veggies

14
Fruit & Milk

Served Daily 
with

  Lunch
  meal compo-
nents are offered 
daily. Students 
must select a

16
Chicken Strips,
Rice Medley,
Broccoli, Roll,

Carrots

17
Lasagna Rolls,

Salad,
Bread

18
Chicken Fajitas

w/ Fixings,
Corn, Beans

19
FARM

2
SCHOOL

20
Shrimp Poppers,

Cali Veggie 
Blend, Pasta,

Roll

21

One of the 
components must 
be a fruit or 
veggie.

23
Hot Dog or Brat

on a Bun,
Baked Beans,
Potato Salad

24
Spaghetti w/
Red Sauce, 

Green Beans,
Breadstick

25
Taco with
Fixings,

Corn Salsa,
Black Beans

26
Tomato Soup,

Grilled Cheese,
Veggies & Dip

Goldfish

27
Stuffed Crust

Pizza,
Coleslaw

Menu subject 
to change at 

anytime

29 30

NO SCHOOL

31
Breaded Chicken

Sandwich,
French Fries,

Beans

       JUNE 1-2
COOKS 

CHOICE MENU
FOR

LUNCHES

ISD #2 Lunch Menu May 2022

ISD #2 Breakfast Menu May 2022

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.  
For the Full Non-Discrimination statement see: http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/SchSup/FNS/CivilRight/048413
                                                                             



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
This information 
and more is also 
available on our 

Website :
isd002.org

2 3
BB vs

Cass Lake-Bena
AWAY A JH

4:30

4
OPEN 
GYM

VOLLEYBALL
6:45

5
BB vs 

Northwoods
HOME Varsity

4:30

6
BB vs

PR-Backus
HOME AB JH

4:30

7

8 9
BB vs

Fosston
@ BSU AB

5:00

10 11
OPEN 
GYM

VOLLEYBALL
6:45

12
BB vs 
LFBF

AWAY A JH
4:30

13
BB vs

Hikley-Fin
HOME AB

4:30

14

15 16
BB vs
MIB

HOME A JH
4:30

17
BB vs

Chisholm
HOME A JH

4:30

18
OPEN 
GYM

VOLLEYBALL
6:45

19 20 21
BB JH

Tourney
Deer River

9:00

22 23 24
BB vs 

Wrenshall
AWAY A

4:00

25
OPEN 
GYM

VOLLEYBALL
6:45

26 27 28

29
This information 
and more is also 
available on our 

Website :
isd002.org

30

NO SCHOOL

31
ALL EVENTS
SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE

CHECK
rSCHOOLS
CALENDAR 

FOR “HOME” 
FIELD

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2

SB vs 
PR-Backus

HOME AB JH
4:30

3
SB vs
WHA

AWAY A JH
4:30

4    IMPROV   
        NIGHT

Dinner 5:00 pm
Show 6:00 pm 

5 6
SB vs 

Mille Lacs
HOME A

4:30

7
SB Varsity
Tourney

Deer River
9:00

8
OPEN 
GYM

BASKETBALL
5:30

9 10
SB vs

Blackduck
A JH
4:30

11 12 13   Spring
Band & Choir
Middle School

Concert 
11:45 am

14

15
OPEN 
GYM

BASKETBALL
5:30

16
SB vs

Chisholm
AWAY A JH

4:30

17
SB vs 

Menahga
HOME A

4:30

18 19 20 21

22
OPEN 
GYM

BASKETBALL
5:30

23
SCHOOL
BOARD

MEETING
6:00 pm

24 25 26 27    7:00 pm 28

29
OPEN 
GYM

BASKETBALL
5:30

30

NO SCHOOL

31 CHECK
rSCHOOLS
CALENDAR 

FOR “HOME” 
FIELD

ALL EVENTS
SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE

This information 
and more is also 
available on our 

Website :
isd002.org

May 2022


