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 Your Senior Class of 
20 - 21

They are a very Small very 
Close Knit Class with

 BIG Hopes and Big Dreams
and Bright Futures!!! 
Let’s Meet them.........

Maycee Lathrop 
“Maycface”Favorite Memory is “Story time with Connor”Her plans for the Future: To become a Teacher

“Candy”  Andy Major 
Super Mud Jug 2019

Going to school to be A
Heavy Equipment Operator

Tucker “Jesus Rodriguez” Holm 

Future = Baseball Player

Seth St. Martin “Swan” is Undecided 

about future plans....

Together their favorite Memory is:

The Last Dance 

Shyan Yanez   AKA “Shy”will never forget Football GamesPlans to be a Mortician

Colton the “Cmac” McManigle 

enjoys his memory of when the 

table in Mrs. Benson’s room fell on 

Damion’s feet. 

Is going into HVAC

“Gerb” 
Hunter Gerber 

Memory: Taking the RV for a Drive
What he’s doing in the future -

Fluid Power

Hunter Ahonen   AKA : “Lou”

When Tucker got stuck inside of a stool and the sub 

couldn’t get him out was her favorite memory

She wants to be a Nurse
Matt Clarke  “Dark”

Wants to be a Heavy Equipment 

Mechanic remembers when Mr. Tulla 

held him upside down by his feet.Avangeline Solie “Ava”
wants to join the NAVY ! 

Remembers when the light got broke 
during the kickball game. 

Jaxon O”Brien  “Ese Pata”Remembers when cuz he got ISS for staying outside till lunch, fishing. 



For School Closings and Emergency Information Broadcasts
INSTANT ALERT

Infinite Campus’ Voice  
Messenger system will 
call parents between 
5:00 - 6:00 a.m. for 
school closings.

TV STATIONS
WDIO/WIRT

KDLH
KBJR

WCCO

Community Newsletter Deadline
Just a reminder, if you would like an article put in the 
Community Newsletter, it must be turned in to the school 
office by the 15th of the month to be put in the following 
months’ newsletter.  Newsletters are generally sent  
out by the 25th of the month. If you have any questions 
regarding this, please feel free to contact Jessica at  
(218) 697-2394, ext. 101.

                                  Support Within Reach serves 
                                  Aitkin county residents. Our 
                                   mission: To reduce the impact 
                                   and harm of sexual violence in
the communities we serve. Free and confidential 24 
hour Crisis Line:

Call 218-326-5008 or 1-866-747-5008
MEDICAL/LEGAL SUPPORT & FOLLOW-UP   PEER 

COUNSELING  COMMUNITY REFERRALS & EDUCATION

Sue Kaslow, Chairman Joell Miranda,  Clerk Bambi Lange, Treasurer
PO Box 165 PO Box 253 505 Ione Ave
Hill City, MN  55748 Hill City, MN  55748 Hill City, MN 55748

  
Jay Zapzalka, Vice Chair  Mark Meyer Sarah Kingsley 
67880 353rd Ave  PO Box 42 67767 Hwy 169
Hill City, MN 55748  Hill City, MN  55748 Hill City, MN 55748

Committee Assignments for 2020
Committee Representative
MSHSL Mark Meyer
Negotiations Committee Sue Kaslow, Mark Meyer and  
 Jay Zapzalka (Sarah Kingsley, Alt.)
Curriculum Committee Joell Miranda (Bambi Lange, Alt.)
Community Education Advisory Council Mark Meyer (Bambi Lange, Alt.)
Meet and Confer Bambi Lange and Joell Miranda 
 (Sarah Kingsley, Alt.)
Staff Development Joell Miranda (Sarah Kingsley, Alt.)
School and Community Health Team Joell Miranda and Sarah Kingsley 
Recertification Committee Bambi Lange
ARCC Sue Kaslow
Comparable Worth Sue Kalsow
NESC Board Sue Kaslow
Safety/Transportation Committee Mark Meyer
Athletic Advisory Committee Jay Zapzalkz and Mark Meyer 
 (Sarah Kingsley, Alt.)
Itasca Area Schools Collaborative Bambi Lange (Mark Meyer, Alt.)
Policy Committee Sarah Kingsley and Bambi Lange

RADIO STATIONS
RADIO USA 99.9 FM
KOZY Grand Rapids        1320 AM 
                                93.1 FM
KMFY Grand Rapids 96.9 FM
WTBX Grand Rapids 93.9 FM
KAXE Grand Rapids 91.7 FM
KBAJ                                105.5 FM



INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2
HILL CITY, MINNESOTA
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of 
Independent School District No. 2, Hill City, Minnesota, 
was called to order by Chairman Sue Kaslow at 6:00 
p.m. on Monday, May 18, 2020.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call showed the following members present: Sue 
Kaslow, Joell Miranda, Bambi Lange, Mark Meyer, 
Sarah Kingsley, and Jay Zapzalka. Board Members 
absent: None. Also present was Superintendent Pat 
Rendle, Principal Adam Johnson, Building & Grounds 
Director Eric Hill, Business Manager Ellie Hill, 
Administrative Secretary/Payroll Jodi Gulbraa. Due to 
COVID-19, the meeting was recorded via WebEx and 
posted to the districts Facebook page.

1. Approved the Agenda as presented.  
2. Approved the following:
 *Approved the Minutes of the Regular Board 

Meeting of April 27, 2020.
 *Approved the Minutes of the Special Board 

Meeting of  May 4, 2020.
 *April 2020 bills presented for payment; 
 *Current bills through 05/11/2020;
 *Investments and wire transfers;
 *Reviewed Cash Receipts including donations.
3. There was no recognitions to report.
4. There was no report from the School Attorney.
5. Transportation Report: None to Report
6. Policy Committee: None to Report.
7. Curriculum Committee: None to report.
8. School and Community Health Committee: No 

Report.
9. Safety/Transportation Committee: No Report.
10. Negotiation Committee: Approved to Update the 

wording for current Superintendent, Business 
Manager and Early Childhood Coordinator’s 
Professional Services Agreement with Northland. 
Vote: 6-0 passed. Pat Rendle, Superintendent, will 
present dates to the committee for negotiations 
with Early Childhood Coordinator, Brandon Ottway, 
for the 2020-2021 School Year. 

11. Community Education Report: There was no 
report.

12. Early Childhood Report: There was No Report.
13. Building & Grounds Director Report: Working 

on School Grounds, early start on Summer 
maintenance. June 8th will begin work on 
basketball baskets and bleachers in small gym. 
2020 Graduation banners have started being hung 
up. Eric Hill would like to thank everyone involved. 

Going to try and get a safety meeting scheduled 
before summer break. 

14. Principal’s Report: Last week of school work going 
out for the students. 26th - 29th will be equipment 
turn in. Continued discussion around graduation 
ceremony plans.  

15. Superintendent Report: Updated on COVID-19. 
A lot of discussion in districts about graduation 
ceremony options. It was suggested by MSBA to 
check with our attorney in regards to our District’s 
ceremony plans. Our attorney liked our plan for a 
traveling ceremony.  

16. The Bus Transportation Quotes for the 20-21  and 
21-22 School Years were evaluated and a Motion 
to Act thereon was tabled until the next Board 
Meeting.  

17. Approved to Adopt the 20-21 Resolution for 
Membership in the MSHSL. Votes: 6-0 Passed.  

18. Approved Quotes for the Farm2School Program 
for the 20-21 School Year. Votes: 6-0 Passed

19. Approved payout of up to five days of unused 
vacation time for the Business Manager, at the 
end of the 2019-2020 School Year on the June 30th 
Payroll. Votes: 6-0 Passed  

20. Approved the 20-21 School Year Master Schedule. 
Votes: 6-0 Passed 

21. Approved to hold a Workshop Meeting for 
BoardBook Premier 101. It will be held on July 13, 
2020 at 6:00 p.m., via WebEx.  Votes: 6-0 Passed 

22. Approved to Adjourn the meeting. Votes: 6-0 
Passed.  Meeting Adjourned at 7:11 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,  Joell Miranda, Clerk

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2
HILL CITY, MINNESOTA
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of 
Independent School District No. 2, Hill City, Minnesota, 
was called to order by Chairman Sue Kaslow at 6:05 
p.m. on Monday, June 22, 2020.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call showed the following members present: Sue 
Kaslow, Joell Miranda, Bambi Lange, Mark Meyer, 
Sarah Kingsley, and Jay Zapzalka. Board Members 
absent: None. Also present was Superintendent Pat 
Rendle, Principal Adam Johnson, Building & Grounds 
Director Eric Hill, Business Manager Ellie Hill, 
Administrative Secretary/Payroll Jodi Gulbraa. 

1. Approved the Agenda as presented.  
2. Approved the following:
 *Approved the Minutes of the Regular Board 



Meeting of May 18, 2020.
 *May 2020 bills presented for payment; 
 *Current bills through 05/11/2020;
 *Investments and wire transfers;
 *Reviewed Cash Receipts including donations.
3. Bart Johnson rescheduled to speak at the July 

27, 2020 Regular Board Meeting. Recognititon 
was given to Katie Godfrey on her Retirement 
after 28 years of service, Hill City Fire Dept. and 
George Casper, Hill City Police Dept. and Jeff 
Madsen, Aitkin Co. Sheriffs Dept. and Patty and 
Blaine Sawdey. 

4. There was no report from the School Attorney.
5. Transportation Report: None to Report
6. Policy Committee: None to Report.
7. Curriculum Committee: None to report.
8. School and Community Health Committee: No 

Report.
9. Safety/Transportation Committee: No Report.
10. Negotiation Committee: Approval of the Business 

Manager contract has been tabled until the July 
27, 2020 Regular Board Meeting. Also working 
with Nor-Tran on a new transportation and 
facilities use agreement. 

11. Community Education Report: There was no 
report.

12. Early Childhood Report: A Report is attached to 
the Minutes and made a part thereof.

13. Building & Grounds Director Report: Locker  
Rooms are being painted. 

14. Principal’s Report: Graduation ceremonies went 
well.

15. Superintendent Report: Thanks to Mr. Johnson 
for his great job this year. Administration will 
come up with a plan for next school year. 

16. Approved the Transportation Contract with Nor-
Tran Inc. for the 20-21 and 21-22 School years. 
Votes: 6-0 Passed 

17. Approved the Budget for the 20-21 School Year. 
Votes: 6-0 Passed

18. Approved to rescind to close Activity Checking 
and Savings account and transfer funds to the 
district as of August 30, 2019. Votes: 6-0 Passed

19. Approved to close Activity Checking and Savings 
account and transfer funds to the district as of 
June 2020. Votes: 6-0 Passed

20. Approved an additional ten (10) summer work 
days for the Early Childhood Coordinator. Votes: 
6-0 Passed 

21. Approved to designate the official district 
publication as the Grand Rapids Herald Review, 
with summary of minutes published in the 
District Newsletter each month. Votes: 6-0 

22. Approved a carryover of two (2) unused days of 

vacation to the School Secretary, Mendy Oukrop, 
from the 2019-2020 School Year to the 2020-2021 
School Year.  Votes 6-0 Passed

23. Approved BerganKDV as the official school 
auditors for the 19-20 ,20-21 and 21-22 School 
Years.  Votes: 6-0 Passed

24. Approved the 20-21 Specific Services Contract 
with ARCC. Votes: 6-0 Passed

25. Approved the High Value Health Insurance Plan 
for the 20-21 School Year to replace the NorthEast 
MN Network.  Votes: 6-0 Passed

26. Approved to set lunch and breakfast prices for the 
20-21 School Year. Votes: 6-0 Passed

27. Approved the athletic rates for the 20-21 School 
Year. Votes: 6-0 Passed

28. Approved to Publish a Notice of Filling Period for 
the School Board Elections on November 3, 2020.  
Votes: 6-0 Passed

29. Approved to adopt Resolution to Establishing 
Dates for Filling Affidavits of Candidacy and Calling 
the School District General Election.  Votes: 6-0 
Passed

30. Approved the Minnesota Rural Education 
Association (MREA) Membership renewal for the 
20-21 School Year.  Votes: 6-0 Passed

31. Approved rates for substitute instructors for the 
20-21 School Years. Votes: 6-0 Passed

32. Approved North Homes Inc. for Professional 
Services Contract for the 20-21 School Year. Votes: 
6-0 Passed

33. Approved the Coaching/Advisor as listed for the 
20-21 School year. Votes: 6-0 Passed

34. Approved the quoting from the garbage hauling , 
propane and snow plowing for the 20-21 School 
year.  Votes: 6-0 Passed

35. Approved the Professional Services Contract with 
Greenway for the 20-21 School Year. Votes: 6-0 
Passed

36. Approved a return to holding Public School Board 
Meetings. Votes: 6-0 Passed

37. Approved to Adjourn the Meeting at 7:21 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,  Joell Miranda, Clerk



1. Approved the Agenda with as presented.  
2. Approved the following:
 *Consider Consent Agenda and remove as needed. 
 *Corrected and Approved the Minutes of the 

Regular Board Meeting of June 22, 2020.
 *June 2020 bills presented for payment; 
 *Current bills through July 23,  2020;
 *Investments and wire transfers;
 *Reviewed Cash Receipts including donations.
3. Bart Johnson Provost of Itasca Community 

College - College Entrance & Structure of MnSCU 
(Minnesota State College and Universities)

4. Board Recognition given to the entire staff for all 
of the hard work during this time. 

5. Report from School Attorney: None to Report
6. Transportation Report: None to Report.
7. Curriculum Committee: None to report.
8. Policy Committee: No Report.
9. School and Community health Committee: No 

Report.
10. Safety/Transportation Committee: No Report
11. Negotiations Committee: No Report
12. Community Education Report: There was No 

Report.
13. Early Education Report: None to Report
14. Building & Grounds Director Report: July lockers 

installed in locker rooms, gym floor finish last 
week, fire alarm inspection took place, summer 
cleaning and floor finishing continues.

15. Principal’s & Superintendent’s Report: Reports are 
combined.  Eric is working on sensitization. Adam 
is COVID coordinator, nurse, Superintendent to 
begin contract tracing.

16. Approved the Business Manager’s two year 
agreement beginning July 1, 2020 through June 
2022. Votes: 5-0 -1  Passed 

17. Approved the hiring of Cassandra DeLung as .33 
FTE Medical Careers Teacher for the 2020-2021 
School Year.  Votes: 5-0-1 Passed  

18. Accepted the Letter of Resignation from Angela 
Klennert as Assistant Volleyball Coach. Votes: 5-0-
1 Passed  and Approved to Post for that Position. 

19. Approved the Quotes for Garbage Hauling, Propane 

and Snow plowing. A summary of all the quotes 
are attached and made a part thereof.  Votes: 5-0-
1 Passed. 

20. Approved the Delta Dental Insurance contract 
renewal for the 2020-2021 School year. Votes: 
5-0-1 Passed 

21. Approved to Adopt the Resolution of the Fiscal 
Year 2022 Long Term Facilities Maintenance Plan.  
Votes: 5-0-1  Passed. 

22. Approved the Professional Service Agreement for 
Special Education with IASC for the 20-21 School 
year.  Votes: 5-0-1 Passed

23. Approved the Professional Service Agreement for 
Technology Support with IASC for the 20-21 School 
year. Votes: 5-0-1 Passed.

24. Approved the Foster Care Transportation 
Agreement for September 1, 2020 through August 
31, 2021.  Votes 5-0-1  Passed

25. Discussed/Reviewed the Girls Basketball Coaches 
list: Head Coach, Stacy Johnson; JV Coach, Angela 
Lewandowski; JH Coach, Mandy McNeil.  Votes: 
5-0-1 Passed

26. Approved the sale and/or disposal of District 
technology equipment according to MN State 
Statue.  Votes: 5-0-1 Passed  Chrome Books, 
Desktops, Lap tops, Network Switches, etc. 
Statues need to be followed by District.

27. Approved the Auctioning of District Equipment. 
Votes: 5-0-1 Passed

28. Meeting to Attended and Meetings Attended: Next 
Regular Board Meeting is August 24, 2020 @ 6:00 
p.m. Discussed setting Special Meeting for the 
hiring of Middle School Technology Teacher, Visual 
Arts Teacher and Science Teacher for the 20-21 
School Year. Will not be able to hire employees 
until 60 days has expired, currently August 25, 
2020.  August 10th, Special Meeting to discuss Fall 
Opening @ 6:00 p.m.

29. Meeting adjourned at 7:38 Votes: 5-0-1 Passed

Respectfully Submitted,  Joell Miranda, Clerk

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2
HILL CITY, MINNESOTA
The Special Meeting of the Board of Education of 
Independent School District No. 2, Hill City, Minnesota, 
was called to order by Chairman Sue Kaslow at 6:03 
p.m. on Monday, August 10, 2020.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call showed the following members present: Sue 
Kaslow, Joell Miranda, Bambi Lange, Mark Meyer, 
Sarah Kingsley, and Jay Zapzalka. Board Members 
absent: None. 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2
HILL CITY, MINNESOTA
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of 
Independent School District No. 2, Hill City, Minnesota, 
was called to order by Chairman Sue Kaslow at 6:00 
p.m. on Monday, July 27, 2020.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Roll Call showed the following members present: Sue 
Kaslow, Joell Miranda, Bambi Lange, Mark Meyer and  
Sarah Kingsley. Board Members absent: Jay Zapzalka. 



1. Did Not Approved the Leave of Absence 
Request from Marci Holm from Early Childhood 
Paraprofessional. 

2. Approved the Corrected Business Manager 
Agreement. Votes: 6-0 Passed

3. Approved the Job Description for the Early 
Childhood Coordinator. Needs to be added to the 
proper format.

4. Discussed and Approved adding Fall Boys/Girls 
Cross Country Running for the 20-21 School Year. 

5. Approved posting for a Boys/Girls Cross Country 
Running Coach for the 20-21 School Year. Votes: 
6-0 Passed.

6. Approved hiring Frankie Dunham as Assistant 
Volleyball Coach for the 20-21 School Year as per 
the current HCUE contract. Votes: 6-0 Passed

7. Approved to increase one 4 hour, 10 month Janitor 
to one 8 hour, 10 month position for the 20-21 
School year.  Votes: 6-0 Passed

8. Approved to increase Assistant Cook by one hour 
per day for the 20-21 School Year. Votes: 6-0 
Passed 

9. Approved increasing Dishwasher/Cook’s Helper 
two hours per day for the 20-21 School Year. Votes: 
6-0 Passed

10. Approved adding a 4 Hour Dishwasher/Cook’s 
Helper for the 20-21 School Year. Votes: 6-0 Passed

11. Discussed/Approved the Back to School Plan 
for the 20-21 School Year as it stands currently.  
Votes: 6-0 Passed

12. Intent to Negotiate with HCUE. Cannot reopen 
Negotiations. What can be done to come up with 
a MOU. Sue would rather do an in-person that 
telephone. Pat set date to meet on Tuesday the 
18th with Union. Table MOU to the next Meeting.

13. Approved to Adjourn Meeting at 7:30 p.m. Passed 
6-0 Passed.

Respectfully Submitted,  Joell Miranda, Clerk
Complete Minutes of the above Board Meetings and all Board Meetings are 
on file in the administration office and may be viewed at any time during 
regular business hours. 

Welcome back everyone! Everyone knew at the 
beginning of the school year that this year might be a 
little different. But, like always, Hill City School staff, 
students, and the Hill City Community have done an 
awesome job of pulling together to make this a great 
start. We are excited about what is happening around 

the building, but here are a few highlights:

-With this school year, our technology has made a 
drastic step forward. All teachers are using Google 

Classrooms or Seesaw to communicate with all 
students. This has been a huge change, but teachers 
and students are working to make this a successful 

tool. The teachers have been working incredibly hard 
at this new system and have it in place for all 

students.
-The students have been amazing! I can't say this 

enough, but we are so proud of all of our students for 
the work they are doing this year and the attitudes 

they have in school.
-With food service, breakfast and lunch is now free 

through December. The system is evolving to find the 
best way of distributing lunches to all students.

--Football and volleyball are back for varsity sports as 
of 9/21. Arlan Jensen, the Hill City athletic director, 

and Max Torgerson, the Northland athletic director, are 
both working hard to rebuild the schedule for this fall. 
-The brand new Hill City Hornets cross country team 

participated in their first event on September 22nd. We 
are proud of these athletes and our new coach for all 
their great work in starting this new sport for Hill City.
-We have redesigned and updated our boys and girls 

locker room. It looks amazing in there, so thank you to 
Eric Hill, Bill Clarke, Markie Meyer, and the entire team 

that helped freshen up the look of our locker rooms.
-Students have access to some hotspots for Wednesday 
Distance Learning Days. If needed, please talk to Mr. 
Johnson. We are also working on getting these on the 

busses for student use.

-Please make sure to check in on campus for any days 
we have distance learning. Use the student portal to do 

so. This has been really good and we want to 
continue to work toward the goal of everyone doing 

this.
-Hill City Schools is taking every precaution we can to 
keep everyone in the building as safe and healthy as 
possible. We are working closely with Aitkin County 

Public Health and the MDH Decision Tree when 
situations occur.

-In our EC-8, we have three new people helping out 
our students. In working with Americorp, we have new 
tutors working in our early childhood classroom and as 

reading and math tutors. This is a huge 
addition to our schools.

These are some of the great things happening around 
Hill City Schools and we are glad of the strong 

partnership we have with the community. If you have 
any questions, please contact the office or Mr. Johnson 

and we will be glad to help continue to get better.

Mr. 
     Johnson’s 
                    Minute...
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Kids’ Club 
has started back up on Mondays! 

Children (Preschool through 5th grade) are 
welcome to join us for interactive biblical 

teachings, Scripture memory, games, science 
experiments, and hands-on craft activities 

all done in a nurturing, fun, learning 
environment. We will also be providing snacks 

and outside activities (weather permitting). 
Due to COVID restrictions the school bus is no 
longer able to drop students off after school.  
Parents are welcome to drop their children 

off at Hill City Assembly of God anytime 
from 3:00-3:30 and pick up will be at 5:00 
p.m.  We welcome all children - those who 
are attending school, those who are distant 
learning and homeschooling as well.  Come 

join us for a year of growth, learning and fun!  
For more information - 

contact Dawn Molaison 218-301-4613
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2020  Intro
     To Archery

National Archery in School Program     (NASP)
Introduction to Archery- fi rst time shooters

Want to learn how to shoot a bow in a safe, supervised setting?  
Here’s Your chance!  No experience is needed.  First class will be 
safety and technique with string bows.  Th e remaining sessions will 
be practicing the same principals with Genisis Bow.

Try out the Intro to Archery session and decide whether or not 
you would like to join the HC Archery Team and compete locally, 
regionally, state and possibly beyond starting in January.  

Session dates will be  October 5, 7, 13, 14, 19 and 21  
From 6 pm - 8 pm in the Elementary Gym

Must be in 4th Grade and up.  

Due to COVID19 you MUST pre-register.  Tami Meyer, 
Community Ed Programmer 218-697-2394 ext 172

If you are interested in being a NASP Volunteer Instructor, please contact 
Mark 218.251-2738


