Math Vocabulary
Acute angle An angle whose measure is more than 0° but less than 90°.

Area The measure of a region of a plane, usually represented by the number of square units needed to cover a surface enclosed by a geometric figure.

Bar graph A graph form using rectangular bars to summarize data; specifically to show how many observations fall into a particular category.

Coordinate plane A plane in which two number lines called coordinate axes intersect at right angles and are usually called the x-axis and y-axis. Every point in a coordinate plane can be described uniquely by an ordered pair of numbers, the coordinates of the point with respect to the coordinate axes.

Circumference Distance around a circle. The formula is 
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 is the circle’s radius, or 
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 is the circle’s diameter.

Coefficient The numerical part of a term, e.g., 5 is the coefficient of the 
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Congruent Geometric figures or angles that have the same size and shape. Two angles are congruent if they have the same measure.  Two line segments are congruent in they have the same length. The symbol is 
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Conjecture An informed, educated guess.

Composite number A natural number greater than one that is not prime.

Conversion factor A numerical factor used to multiply or divide a quantity when converting from one system of units to another.

Denominator The number that is on bottom of the fraction bar in a rational number.
Difference The result of a subtraction.

Dilation A type of transformation that is a proportional shrinking or enlargement of a figure.

Domain The domain of a function is the set of possible values for x.

Exponent The number that indicates how many times the base is used as a factor, e.g., in 
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, the exponent is 3, indicating that 4 is repeated as a factor three times.

Function A mathematical relation that associates each object in a set with exactly one value.

Line of symmetry A line that divides a figure into two halves that are mirror images of each other.

Mean In statistics, the average obtained by dividing the sum of two or more quantities by the number of these values. 

Median In statistics, the quantity designating the central value in a set of numbers. The center number (or the average of the two central numbers) of a list of data when the numbers are arranged in order from the least to greatest.

Mode In statistics, the value that occurs most frequently in a given set of numbers.

Numerator The number that is on top of the fraction bar in a rational number.
Ordered pair A pair of numbers that gives the coordinates of a point on a coordinate plane in this order – (horizontal coordinate, vertical coordinate).

Parallel Given distinct lines in the plane that are infinite in both directions, the lines are parallel if they never meet. 

Perimeter The distance around a plane, closed geometric figure.

Perpendicular lines Two lines that intersect at right angles.

Plane A flat surface that extends indefinitely in all directions.

Prime Number A natural number greater than one is prime if and only if the only positive integer factors are one and the number itself.  The first seven primes are 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13 and 17.

Probability A number from zero to one that describes the likelihood that a given event will take place. For example, the probability of throwing a six with a single throw of one die is 1/6. 

Proportion An equation that states that two ratios are equivalent, e.g., 
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Quotient The result of a division.

Range In statistics, the difference between the greatest and smallest values in a data set. 

Rate A ratio that compares two quantities measured in different units.

Ratio A quotient of two numbers or like quantities, e.g., 4 to 7 or 4 : 7 or 
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Reflection A type of transformation that creates a mirror image of a figure on the opposite side of a line, called the line of symmetry.

Rotation A type of transformation that turns a figure about a fixed point, called the center of rotation. 

Similarity Having the same shape but not necessarily the same size.

Sum The result of addition.
Venn diagram A diagram that is used to show relationships between sets.
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Vertex A point of intersection of lines, rays, or segments, in a plane or of faces of a solid (corner).

Volume The number of cubic units needed to fill the space occupied by a solid.
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