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SENIOR NIGHT
Tuesday, February 17, 2026

Together these seniors have embraced all roles to help lift our
team. I’m forever grateful for their contributions. It will impact our
program for years to come. Thank you from the bottom of my ❤️ ...

Coach Stew
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Players
  #1 Annika Kieser (Jr.)
  #2 Kaja Nash (Jr.)
  #3 Maren Day (Jr.)
  #4 Evie Backer (Jr.)
  #5 Kate Amelotte (Sr.)
  #10 Harper Kietzer (Jr.)
  #11 Juliette Brill (Jr.)
  #12 Kylie Englund (Fr.)
  #13 Noraa Ivey (So.)
  #14 Grace Eernisse (Jr.)
  #15 Ava Doherty (Jr.)
  #21 Tessa Frank (Jr.)
  #22 Mallory McBeth (So.)
  #23 Sawyer Backer (Fr.)
  #24 Nikki Gustafson (Fr.)
  #30 Brielle Denkmann (Fr.)
  #31 Isabella Margulis (Jr.)
  #33 Elli Howard (Sr.)
  #34 Chloe Lundgren (So.)

Coaches
  Julie Stewart
  Tina Christopherson
  Casey Payne
  Alivia Arnebeck
  Sarah Bingea 
 
Managers
  Alli Dwyer (Sr.)
  Hannah Brenke (Sr.)
  Millie Marlin (Sr.)
  Nora Eddleman (Sr.)

2025-26 Wayzata Girls Basketball
Varsity & JV Roster



Kate Amelotte
Favorite Basketball Memory:
Winning 8th grade state championship

Favorite Coach Saying:
“Stop playing hero ball” - Herbie

Pregame Meal/Ritual:
PB&J and strawberries, then stretching with Alli 

Advice to Younger Players: 
Don’t take the opportunity to play the game you
love for granted 

Coaches Comments:
Kate, you are such an explosive, instinctive player, and I’ve always
admired how you combine raw strength/talent with a selfless, 'team-
first' mentality. You bring a dynamic, contagious energy to every
practice and game. Your passion is visible to anyone watching—your
genuine joy for the game is easy to see in every play.
Whether it’s in the classroom or putting in extra work on your off
days, you’ve shown what it means to be a true student-athlete. Your
impact on our culture is rooted in pure grit. I love how you embrace
the present, you’ve helped this program grow in so many ways and
the standard you’ve set here will be felt for years to come.
Your spirit for competition is refreshing and admirable. It has been
an absolute pleasure to coach you, and I have no doubt that you will
find success in anything you put your mind to. Creighton Blue Jays
are getting a special one – fly high, Kate! ⚡’Charge’ on. —Stew

Kate, you are an impactful player and teammate. Your ability to see
the floor, pass to an open teammate, and take over a game is so fun
to watch. Most players who have faced season ending injuries are
more worried about accumulating stats or catching up on the year
they missed, not you. Your unselfish play and support of your
teammates has been incredible this year. You have grown and
matured over the past four years and have become a team leader and
complete player. The best part about it is that you are having fun and
that brings joy to everyone that knows how difficult the last year
has been. Your future is bright, keep smiling and having fun on the
court! —TC

Favorite Basketball Player:
Napheesa Collier
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Nickname:
Pearl



Elli Howard

Favorite Coach Saying: 
“Don’t stop believing” - BAM

Favorite Basketball Memory:
My 8th grade season and spending time with my team

Pregame Meal/Ritual:
Eat a PB&J and stretch before the game

Advice to Younger Players:
Look for the positive in every situation
and embrace your role!

Favorite Basketball Player:
Steph Curry
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Nickname:

Buckets

Coaches Comments:
Elli, you are a great teammate! You are willing to take on
anything we ask you to do. Your actions/attitude speak loudly to
our team and have impacted our entire program. You bring
infectious energy that has had such an impact on the Wayzata
program. Your athleticism and strength are qualities you have
dedicated yourself to and it has paid off. You have always been
an auto bucket (‘Elli Buckets🏀’). Your dedication to other parts
of the game outside of scoring has been so impressive. Your well
rounded approach to life will bring you success for a lifetime.
You have a remarkable natural talent for connecting with our
youth, and we are so grateful for your inspiration. Thank you for
being a bright light in their lives! Elli, it has been a pleasure
coaching you and watching you grow over the past four years.
Your competitiveness and drive serves you well on the court and
in the classroom. We can’t wait to keep watching you excel at
Bethel University! The sky is the limit! —Stew

“Elli Buckets” - has been Coach Stew’s tag for you since
freshman year. Your positive attitude and willingness to play any
position is a testament to your commitment to our team. Every
time you receive a pass beyond the 3 point line everyone’s arms
go in the air because we know your ability to add to the score is
high. In the last two years you have expanded your game from the
three point line to in the paint. You have demonstrated your
strength and ability to score around the rim and rebound against
bigger opponents. You are leading with kindness and grace, and
are willing to do whatever it takes to help the team reach our
goals. Thank you Elli! —TC



...

Pregame Meal/Ritual:
PB&J and stretching Kate out before every game 

Coaches Comments:

Allie, thank you for being the captain of our
managers by organizing schedules and
communicating with me. You are self-driven and
dependable. Thank you for all you have done to help
our program be successful. Your attention to details
is impressive. We appreciate your kindness and we
are grateful for your dedication and willingness to
do the extra! You are great at helping the girls
stretch and making sure their hair is ready to GO!

—Stew
 
Thank you for your organization and willingness to
make sure the team has everything we need to be
successful in practice and games. You ask how you
can help and continually are finding ways to help
the team be better. These habits will serve you well
into your future.

—TC

Alli Dwyer

Favorite Coach Saying:
“Do you want to be average or great, choose to be great” - TC 

Advice to Younger Players:
Play with joy, cherish all moments with your
teammates and have so much fun! 

Favorite Basketball Memory:
Freshman year Moorhead trip and becoming conference
champs last year!

Favorite Basketball Player:
Napheesa Collier
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Hannah Brenke
Favorite Basketball Memory:
Moorhead freshman year!

Favorite Coach Saying:
“Never apologize for being yourself” - CP

Pregame Meal/Ritual:
Pesto Cavatappi from Noodles, a Bubblr... 
and doing a slick back in my hair 

Advice to Younger Players:
Be confident in your abilities and be coachable!
Don’t let a rough game or practice hinder your
attitude or effort. 

Coaches Comments:

Hannah, your positivity is contagious. Your dedication
in the classroom, sports and music will serve you
well with a bright, well rounded future ahead of you.
Thank you, your presence and willingness to help in
any way makes our environment better. You brighten
up a gym with your smile! I can’t wait to see you on
American Idol! Let’s GO!
- Stew

Thank you for your attention to detail and being
there for the team, even when you had a trip to
Florida planned you stayed behind and were there
for us when we needed you. We love to hear you
singing, while you are running the clock or recording
free throws. Your future is bright!
- TC

Favorite Basketball Player:
Anthony Edwards
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Coaches Comments:

Milli, thank you for being helpful in practice and
always making it more fun. We enjoy your sense
of humor. We appreciate your help with the book,
running the clock, helping pass and doing
anything we ask of you. Your ‘Yup clap clap clap
👏👏👏 ’ ‘Yup clap clap clap 👏👏👏 ’ will
live on in our program for many years to come!
Thanks for sharing your creativity!

- Stew

Thank you for keeping the book during games and
helping in practice. You bring fun and a beautiful
smile each and every day. We appreciate your
helpfulness and your positive attitude. Keep
smiling and bringing positive “benergy”!

- TC

Millie Marlin
Favorite Basketball Memory:
Sophomore year season with CP 

Favorite Coach Saying:
“Did you get that on video?” - Stew 

Pregame Meal/Ritual:
I listen to purple rain every game day

Advice to Younger Players:
Stay disciplined and do the little things right 

Favorite Basketball Player:
Paige Bueckers
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Nora Eddleman

Advice to Younger Players:
Cherish every moment on and off the court
because it really does go by so fast!

Coaches Comments:

Nora, your impact has been a contribution to our
success. You are always ready to help with
anything we ask. You take great pride in details and
making everything better. We are so grateful for
the role you have played in our program. Nora,
your future is bright. Your work ethic is incredible
and will serve you well in the future. Thank you
for playing your music, the team sometimes needs a
break from my play lists! 

—Stew

Thank you for being there for the team, running the
clock, passing during drills, and taking stats. We
appreciate your giving spirit and positive attitude.
Your traits will be an asset for years to come.

—TC

Favorite Basketball Memory:
8th grade state tournament

Favorite Coach Saying:
“Geronimo” - TC

Pregame Meal/Ritual:
Sandwich and Starbucks/Alani 

Favorite Basketball Player:
Cotie McMahon 
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“I owe basketball. I’m forever indebted to it. It engulfed my life for the positive.” 
Dawn Staley
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Kate Elli Alli

Hannah Millie Nora



SENIOR SUPERLATIVES
(as voted on by their teammates and coaches)

 “be on a reality TV show”

“laugh at the worst possible time”

“dance during time-outs”

“text back in under 30 seconds”

“have 47 tabs open at all times”

“always have that perfect hair”

“have the best playlist”
(besides stew, of course 😜)

“make friends with the other team”

“make someone’s day better”
win the 

“always want her on your side” 
award

these girls grew up to be the...

most likely to...
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 “be the loudest from the bench”

(besides juliette, of course 📣)

“be everyone’s ‘mom friend’”
&

Kate Elli Alli

Hannah Millie Nora



Thank you for ALWAYS being there for us. We LOVE our fan club!
Kate   Elli  Alli   Hannah  Millie  Nora
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Wishing you the very best 
in your next chapter, Seniors!
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#trojansforever
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