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Athletic Code of Ethics

Requirements for Participation:
1. Participation Fee:  Each member of a CMS sports team will pay a $75.00 participation fee for each season he/she plays a sport.  If a student-athlete is no longer a member of the team due to voluntary or involuntary circumstances, the participation fee will not be refunded in accordance with CMS Policy.
2. Scholastic Eligibility: In order to participate on a Bradley athletic team, each student-athlete must have satisfied all of the scholastic eligibility requirements per CMS prior to participation.  

3.  Health Screening: A yearly health screening is required.  The Health Screening Form must be completed by the physician (physical) and parents (insurance/participation) and then submitted to the athletic department.  The Health Screening covers all sports for the entire school year provided it was administered after May 25.  The Health Screening Form will be kept on file in the Bradley Middle School Athletic Office.
In addition to the Health Screening Form, all student-athletes and their parents must complete the Concussion Form. 
4. Parental Acknowledgement of Athletic Policies: At the time a student-athlete begins practice for an athletic team, he or she will be presented with the Athletic Code of Ethics.  Each parent or guardian and student-athlete shall read the material and certify that they understand the athletic eligibility rules and policies of Bradley Middle School.  This signed document will be kept on file at Bradley Middle School.  
5. Equipment Responsibilities:  All student-athletes are responsible for the proper care and security of equipment issued to them.  School furnished equipment is to be worn only for contests and practices.  All equipment not returned in good condition at the end of the season will be subject to a financial penalty.  

Objectives of the Bradley Athletic Program
1. The student-athlete learns the value of teamwork, self-discipline, development of a strong work ethic, and personal sacrifice. Contribution to the team is more important than personal goals or individual achievement. 
 
2. The student-athlete learns to be a good sport while developing self-control, honesty, and a spirit of cooperation. 
 
3. The student-athlete learns to be a good winner as well as a gracious loser in defeat. Sportsmanship is an important value that will be a major objective for all Bradley student-athletes. 
 
4. The student-athlete learns to appreciate the skills and abilities of his/her opponents. 
 
5. The student-athlete learns an appreciation of playing by given rules. 
 
6. The student-athlete learns the value of physical fitness that leads to a sound body, healthy mind, and life-long health habits. 
 
7. The student-athlete learns, in a positive manner, to cope with the competitive nature of athletics and society. 
 
Philosophy of Winning and Participation
Winning is only one of the goals of Bradley’s athletic teams, within guidelines of the different levels of the program.  All student-athletes that make a team will be given the chance to participate.

Middle School – Participation in Middle School Athletics is an introduction to interscholastic sports.  Skill development, sportsmanship, and the team philosophy are important goals at this level. Bradley will provide the opportunity for all students to try-out for athletic teams provided they meet all the requirements to participate.  Playing time is guaranteed to all eligible team members during each contest.  However, there is no guarantee that playing time for all eligible team members will be equal.
  

Uniform Policy
 
All school-issued uniforms and equipment are to be used for athletic contests and practices ONLY.  These items are not to be worn in PE class, dance class, in school, in the community, or at home.  The only exception to this rule is if an entire team wants to wear its jerseys to school on a game day but that student may not participate in PE or dance class while wearing the uniform. A student-athlete will not be allowed to play in a future season until all school issued uniforms, equipment, etc… have been returned. If any of these items are not returned, a fine will be assessed and report cards will be held until the uniform is returned or the fine paid.
 
Bradley athletes will be UNIFORM in appearance.  All uniforms will comply with sport-specific rules and will not be altered to bring attention to an individual. 


Resolving Athletic Issues
If you have a concern to discuss with a coach, the procedure you should follow is:

1. Encourage your student-athlete to solve his or her own problems first. Coaches respect players who come to them and privately question their playing time or role on the team. 
2. Call/Email the coach to set up an appointment.

3. Do not attempt to confront a coach before or after a contest.  These can be both emotional times for the parent as well as the coach.

If meeting with the coach did not provide a satisfactory resolution:

1. Call and set up an appointment with the Athletic Director (980-343-5750) to discuss the situation.

2. At this meeting the appropriate next step can be determined.


Athletic Code
Participation in Bradley athletics is regarded as a privilege and not a right. All student-athletes shall abide by a code of ethics that will earn them the honor and respect that participation and competition in the interscholastic program affords.  Any conduct that results in dishonor to the athlete, team, or school will not be tolerated.  Acts of unacceptable conduct tarnish the reputation of everyone associated with the athletic program.

When a student-athlete voluntarily participates in interscholastic athletics, he/she agrees to abide by the Bradley Athletic Code of Ethics throughout his/her athletic career.  The Bradley Athletic Code of Ethics begins with a student-athlete’s first day of participation in interscholastic athletics and continues through his/her date of graduation.  The Code of Conduct is in effect at all times.  
Penalty for Violation:
First Out of School Suspension
After confirmation of OSS being assigned because of a major rule infraction (aggressive/illegal behavior), the student-athlete will be suspended from participation in athletics for the remainder of that season.  There will be no refund of the participation fee in accordance with CMS Policy.  After confirmation of OSS being assigned because of a minor rule infraction (excessive talking/insubordination/skipping class), the student-athlete will be suspended immediately from the next contest. A referral that results in OSS because of a minor rule infraction will hold a penalty of 1 game for each day OSS is issued.  

Second Out of School Suspension
After confirmation of OSS being assigned because of a second minor rule infraction (excessive talking/insubordination/skipping class) the student-athlete will be suspended from participation in athletics for the remainder of that season.  There will be no refund of the participation fee in accordance with CMS Policy.  
First Violation Penalty
After confirmation of the first violation, the student-athlete will be suspended immediately from the next contest. A referral that results in ISS will hold a penalty of 1 game for each day ISS is issued. Violations that do not merit ISS will hold a penalty of 50% of play from the next contest. 
Second Violation Penalty
After confirmation of the second violation, the student-athlete will be suspended immediately from the next contest. A referral that results in ISS will hold a penalty of 1 game for each day ISS is issued. Violations that do not merit ISS will hold a penalty of 50% of play from the next contest. 
Third Violation Penalty
After confirmation of the third violation, the student-athlete will be suspended from participation in athletics for the remainder of that season.  There will be no refund of the participation fee in accordance with CMS Policy.
 

Athletic Training Violations
1. Alcohol, Tobacco, Drugs - Any student-athlete using or possessing alcohol, tobacco, or drugs shall be in violation per the CMS Rights and Responsibilities Handbook.  
2. Referrals - Any student-athlete referred to the office for an infraction of a school policy shall be in violation.  

3. Policy of Fighting and Flagrant Unsportsmanlike Conduct in Interscholastic Sports - Fighting, taunting, or displaying any sort of poor sportsmanship will not be tolerated and will result in a violation.
4. Scholastic Eligibility Requirements - To be eligible for interscholastic athletics, student-athletes must be in good academic standing. Grades will be checked every two weeks during each athletic season. Any student-athlete with a grade point average lower than a 2.0 will be on an academic suspension. They will need to complete all necessary class work and will not be able to attend practice. This may result in less playing time in a contest.  This procedure will continue until the student-athlete’s grade point average is a 2.0 or higher. 
5. Missing Practice - A student-athlete should always consult with the coach before missing practice.  Missing practice or a game without good reason will be dealt with by the coach.  Please try to avoid scheduling any appointments or events during practice time or competition.  

6. Travel - All student-athletes must travel to athletic contests in transportation arranged by the athletic department unless previous arrangements are made by the parent for an exceptional situation.  Student-athletes will return home with a parent/guardian.  

A. Student-athletes will remain with their team under the supervision of the coach until the end of the contest.  Unless there is an exceptional situation, student-athletes are not to leave a contest early.
B. Dress when traveling to away contests must be in good taste and must follow the Bradley Middle School dress code.
7. Conflicts in Extracurricular Activities - The athletic department recognizes that each student-athlete should have the opportunity for a broad range of experiences in the area of extracurricular activities and, to this end, will attempt to schedule events in a manner to minimize conflicts.

Student-athletes have the responsibility to do everything possible to avoid continuing conflicts.  They must also immediately notify the instructors and coaches involved when a conflict arises.

8. Attendance - Students must be in attendance at least half of the school day in order to participate in a contest or practice.  

9. Grooming and Dress Policy

A. An athlete shall dress presentably at all times according the Bradley Middle School dress code.
B. Only uniforms issued by the school will be worn for contests.
C. No jewelry is to be worn at any time during practice or contests.

10. Vacation Policy - Vacations by athletic team members during a sports season are discouraged.  In the event of an unavoidable absence for a vacation, a student-athlete must:
A. Inform the coach well in advance prior to the vacation.
B. Be willing to assume consequences related to his or her status on that team regarding playing time.

11. Release from Class - It is the responsibility of student-athletes to see their teachers the day before the classes they will miss due to athletic events.  All work should be made up at the convenience of the teacher.

12. Reporting of Injury - All injuries should be reported to the head coach.  If the injury requires medical attention by a doctor, the student-athlete must obtain the doctor’s written permission to return to the activity.
13. Hallway Transition – It is the responsibility of student-athletes to transition from the classroom to practice or a contest in a respectful, orderly fashion. If a student-athlete must leave the practice/contest area, he/she must be accompanied by a teammate or parent/guardian. 
14. Locker Room Policy – It is the responsibility of student-athletes to keep their equipment/possessions locked up at all times. Athletes are allowed to drop off equipment in the locker room from 8:45-9:10am. Student-athletes will not be excused from any tardiness to class due to dropping things off in the locker room.  The locker room will stay locked throughout the day and will be opened before practice. Athletes will not enter the locker room until instructed by the coach. Any horseplay in the locker room will result in a violation.
Athletic Code of Ethics Agreement Form

Please gently detach this page of the Bradley Athletics Code of Ethics and return the signed page to your child’s coach.  Please keep the rest of the Bradley Athletic Code of Ethics for your own records.  

~ ~ ~
We have read and understood the Bradley Athletic Code of Ethics and agree to comply.
Student’s Name:  _________________________________________________





(please print neatly)

Date__________Student-athlete Signature__________________________________

Date__________Parent Signature__________________________________________

