Parents

How can your child find colleges that match his or her needs? First, identify priorities. Next,
carefully research the characteristics of a range of schools. Flna]ly, match the two. Here are some
college characteristics to consider.

Size of student body

Size will affect many of your child’s opportunities and experiences:

» range of academic majors offered
» extracurricular possibilities
amount of personal attention your child will receive

= number of academic resources (e.g., books in the libfary)

In considering size, your child should look beyond the raw number of students attending.
For example, perhaps she's considering a small department within a Jarge school. She should
investigate not just thé number of faculty members, but also their accessibility to students.

Location

Does your child want to visit home frequently, or is this a time to experience a new part of the
country? Perhaps he would like an urban environment with access to museums, ethnic food, or
major league ball games. Or maybe he hopes for easy access to the outdoors or the serenity of a
small town. B

Academic programs

If your child knows what she wants to study, she can research the reputations of academic
departments by talking to people in the fields that interest her. If your child is undecided, as many
students are, she may want to choose an academically balanced institution that offers a range of
majors and programs, Students normally don't pick a major until their sophomore year, and those
students who know their major before they go to college are very likely to change their minds.
Most colleges offer counseling to help students find a focus.

In considering academic programs, your child should look for special opportunities and pick a
school that offers a number of possibilities.
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