
WHEN CAN I USE 8TH GRADERS?
Guidelines for using 8th graders for 1B, 2B and 1A WIAA Athletic Directors

*1B SCHOOLS CAN UTILIZE 8TH GRADERS IN ANY SPORT AT ANY TIME*

PLEASE CONTACT THE WIAA OFFICE IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS
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Is your classification count over 156?

You are allowed to use 8th graders in that sportDo you offer the sport in Middle School?

Is it a team sport?

8th graders are not eligible!

8th graders are not eligible!

8th graders are not eligible!
(unless you are a 1B school)

You are allowed to use 8th 
graders in that sport for the 

remainder of the season

Is it Football?

You are allowed to use 8th graders in all sports
(except football for 2B and 1A schools)

At any point in the season 
are your participation 
numbers at or below?:

Baseball = 25
Basketball = 16

Soccer = 25
Softball = 25

Volleyball = 17

IMPORTANT:

Once you have determined 
that 8th grade students are 
eligible to participate, you 

must do the following:

1.	 Determine which level 
they will be allowed to 
participate (any level, or 
sub-varsity only)

2.	 Get  school board approval
3.	 Get league approval

Once you have the approval 
to use 8th graders, please 

research rules on quarters/
games so that you do not 

overuse them.


