SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES

Monday, August 20, 2007


The Board of Education of Independent School District #299, Caledonia, Minnesota, met in a regular school board meeting in the Caledonia Area Elementary Media Center.


The meeting was called to order by Chair Naomi Fruechte at 7:03 p.m.  Members present were Naomi Fruechte, Matt Hendel, John Klug, Joyce Knutson, Jean Meyer arrived at 7:43 p.m., Michelle Werner, and Charlie Wray.  Also present were Superintendent Michael Moriarty, Principals Brian Doty, Ronald Helmers and Connie Hesse.  Others present were Barb Meyer, Karen Schiltz, Jane Palen, Don Moore, and Janelle Field-Rohrer.  Absent was Nancy Runningen.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA


Moved by Charlie Wray, seconded by Michelle Werner to approve the agenda as presented with the exception that Gary Woodward will be unable to attend the board meeting due to weather conditions.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
APPROVAL OF PAST MEETING MINUTES

Moved by Matt Hendel, seconded by John Klug to approve the minutes of the July 16, 2007, regular school board meeting.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

TREASURER’S REPORT & AUTHORIZATION OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE


Moved by Joyce Knutson, seconded by Charlie Wray to approve the electronic transfers and bills due and payable amounting to $460,330.77 including check numbers 45482 through 45655 along with electronic transfers from MSDLAF to Merchants Bank in the amount of $230,000.00 and form Merchants Bank to the Liquid Asset Fund in the amount of $350,000.00.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

PUBLIC COMMENT


Mr. Don Moore expressed to the board his concerns regarding the lack of handicap parking at the middle/high school area, especially during the football season.  He would like the school board members to look at the southwest end of the football field for the feasibility of parking during the football games.  The board tabled this item until the September 17, 2007, school board meeting and will meet with Mr. Moore at 6:45 p.m. at the site prior to the school board meeting.  

PERSONNEL ITEMS
Long Term Teacher Substitute Contract


Moved by Joyce Knutson, seconded by Michelle Werner to ratify the contract for Megan Jones as a long-term teacher substitute during the maternity leave of Courtney Novak beginning August 24, 2007, and will continue through January 21, 2008, at a salary compensation of $15,997.00 based on a BA/0 at 50%.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Resignation


Moved by Matt Hendel, seconded by Charlie Wray to accept the following resignations with thanks for their services:  Rosanne Hargrove as part-time middle/high school special educational assistant effective immediately; Rebecca Carmack as part-time middle/high school cook effective immediately; and Kevin Klug as junior high football coach effective immediately.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

New Hires


Moved by Joyce Knutson, seconded by Michelle Werner to ratify the following contracts:  Pamela Fahy as a part-time middle/high school special educational assistant beginning the 2007-2008 school year at V/2 at $10.35 per hour and Becky Newgaard as part-time middle school teacher (30%) beginning the 2007-2008 school year at MA+30/10 at $15,448.80 based on the 2006-2007 teaching salary with the understanding that her acceptance of this position will not prevent her from being offered the next full time assignment that becomes available in her area of license.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

ACTION ITEMS

Resolution Relating to the Renewal of Expired Referendum Revenue Authorization and Calling an Election Thereon


Member Charlie Wray introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION RELATING TO RENEWAL OF EXPIRED REFERENDUM REVENUE AUTHORIZATION AND CALLING AN ELECTION THEREON

BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board of Independent School District No. 299, Caledonia, as follows:

1.
The school board hereby determines and declares that it is necessary and expedient for the School District to increase its general education revenue by $725.96 per resident marginal cost pupil unit. This proposed referendum revenue authorization would replace the school district’s prior authorization which has expired.  As provided by law, the ballot question must abbreciate the term “per resident marginal cost pupil unit” as “per pupil.”  The additional revenue will be used to finance school operations, and the property tax portion thereof will require an estimated referendum tax rate of approximately 0.14465% of the referendum market value of the school district for taxes payable in 2008, the first year it is to be levied. The proposed referendum revenue authorization would be applicable for five (5) years unless otherwise revoked or reduced as provided by law. The question on the approval of this referendum revenue authorization shall be School District Ballot Question 1 on the school district ballot at the special election held to approve said authorization.

2.
The ballot question of increasing the general education revenue of the District shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the District at a special election, which is hereby called and directed to be held on Tuesday, November 6, 2007, between the hours of 1:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.

3.
Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 205A.11, the School District combined polling places and the precincts served by that polling places, as designated by School Board resolution for School District elections not held on the day of a statewide election, are hereby designated for this special election as follows: 
· Brownsville Community Center:  Residents of the City of Brownsville and the Townships of Brownsville and Hokah will vote in the Brownsville Community Center

· Caledonia Area Elementary Cafeteria:  Residents of the City of Caledonia and the Townships of Black Hammer, Caledonia, Mayville, Mound Prairie, Sheldon, and Union will vote in the cafeteria

· Crooked Creek Community Center:  Residents of Crooked Creek Township and Jefferson Township will vote in the Crooked Creek Community Center

· Eitzen Community Center:  Residents of the City of Eitzen and the Townships of Wilmington and Winnebago will vote in the Eitzen Community Center


4.
The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause written notice of said special election to be provided to the county auditor of each county in which the School District is located, in whole or in part, and to the Commissioner of Education, at least fifty-three (53) days before the date of said election.  The notice shall specify the date of said special election and the title and language of the ballot question to be voted on at said special election.


The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause notice of said special election to be posted at the administrative offices of the School District at least ten (10) days before the date of said special election.


The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause a sample ballot to be posted at the administrative offices of the School District at least four (4) days before the date of said special election and to cause a sample ballot to be posted in each polling place or combined polling place on election day.  The sample ballot shall not be printed on the same color paper as the official ballot.


The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause notice of said special election to be published in the official newspaper of the District, for two (2) consecutive weeks with the last publication being at least one (1) week before the date of the election.


The notice of election so posted and published shall state the question to be submitted to the voters as set forth in the form of ballot below, and shall include information concerning each established precinct and polling place.


The clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause a notice of the election to be mailed by first class mail to each taxpayer in the District at least fifteen (15) but no more than thirty (30) days prior to the date of the special election.  The notice shall contain the required projections and the required statement specified in Minnesota Statutes, Section 126C.17, subdivision 9, paragraph (b).  The clerk is also directed to cause a copy of this notice to be submitted to the Commissioner of Department of Education  and to the county auditor of each county in which the School District is located in whole or in part at least fifteen (15) days prior to the day of the election.


The clerk is authorized and directed to acquire and distribute such election materials and to take such other actions as may be necessary for the proper conduct of this special election and generally to cooperate with election authorities conducting other elections on that date.

5. The clerk is further authorized and directed to cooperate with the proper election officials to

cause ballots to be prepared for use at said election in substantially the following form.
SCHOOL DISTRICT QUESTION BALLOT

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 299

CALEDONIA, MINNESOTA

SPECIAL ELECTION

NOVEMBER 6, 2007

To vote for a question, put an (X) in the square next to the word “YES” for that question.  To vote against a question, put an (X) in the square next to the word “NO” for that question.

SCHOOL DISTRICT BALLOT QUESTION 1

RENEWAL OF EXPIRED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

REFERENDUM REVENUE AUTHORIZATION

The Board of Independent School District No. 299, Caledonia, has proposed to increase its general education revenue by $725.96 per pupil unit.  This proposed referendum revenue authorization would replace the school district’s prior authorization which has expired.  The proposed referendum revenue authorization would be applicable for five years unless otherwise revoked or reduced as provided by law.

	

	YES


Shall the increase in revenue proposed by the Board of Independent School District No. 299 be approved?

	

	NO


BY VOTING “YES” ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU 

MAY BE VOTING FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE.


On the back of all paper ballots shall be printed the words “OFFICIAL BALLOT,” the date of the election, and lines for the initials of two judges.  The printing shall be so placed as to be visible when the ballot is properly folded for deposit.


6.
If the District will be contracting to print the ballots for this special election, the clerk is hereby authorized and directed to prepare instructions to the printer for layout of the ballot.  Before a contract exceeding $1,000 is awarded for printing ballots, the printer shall furnish, in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Section 204D.04, a sufficient bond, letter of credit, or certified check acceptable to the clerk in an amount not less than $1,000 conditioned on printing the ballots in conformity with the Minnesota election law and the instructions delivered.  The clerk shall set the amount of the bond, letter of credit, or certified check in an amount equal to the value of the purchase.


7.
The following individuals, each of whom is qualified to serve as an election judge, are hereby appointed as judges of election, to act as such at the respective polling places or combined polling places listed below:
Polling Place






Election Judges

Brownsville Community Center




Sheryl Bissen, Chairperson









E.M. (Jean) Kruetzer 

Maureen Meiners

Merlin Austin, Alternate








Donald Rohrer, Alternate



Caledonia Area Elementary Cafeteria



Virginia Albert, Chairperson









Ethelyn Gensmer








Dorothy Klug








Rita Noel








Lucille Pohlman








Janelle Colleran, Alternate








Lyla Mulvenna, Alternate

Crooked Creek Community Center



Lloyd Lampert, Chairperson










Wilbert Schuldt










David Winnes










Andre Moen, Alternate


Eitzen Community Center




Eunice Meyer, Chairperson










Lorene Burrichter










Lila Kasten










Rowland Cordes, Alternate


The election judges shall act as clerks of election, count the ballots cast and submit them to the School Board for canvass in the manner provided for other School District elections.


The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Director Michelle Werner and upon vote being taken there on, the following board members voted in favor thereof: Naomi Fruechte, Matt Hendel, John Klug, Joyce Knutson, Michelle Werner, and Charlie Wray.  The following voted against the same:  None.  Absent was Director Jean Meyer.  Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.
SCHOOL DISTRICT QUESTION BALLOT
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 299

CALEDONIA, MINNESOTA

SPECIAL ELECTION

NOVEMBER 6, 2007

To vote for a question, put an (X) in the square next to the word “YES” for that question.  To vote against a question, put an (X) in the square next to the word “NO” for that question.

SCHOOL DISTRICT BALLOT QUESTION 1

RENEWAL OF EXPIRED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

REFERENDUM REVENUE AUTHORIZATION

The Board of Independent School District No. 299, Caledonia, has proposed to increase its general education revenue by $725.96 per pupil unit.  This proposed referendum revenue authorization would replace the school district’s prior authorization which has expired.  The proposed referendum revenue authorization would be applicable for five years unless otherwise revoked or reduced as provided by law.

	

	YES


Shall the increase in revenue proposed by the Board of Independent School District No. 299 be approved?

	

	NO


BY VOTING “YES” ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU 

MAY BE VOTING FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE.

=====================================================

OFFICIAL BALLOT

November 6, 2007

____________________

Election Judge

____________________

Election Judge

Staff Development Handbook for the 2007-2008 School Year


Moved by Charlie Wray, seconded by Matt Hendel to adopt the Staff Development Handbook for the 

2007-2008 school year as presented.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Approve Contract for Services with Hiawatha Valley Mental Health Center for the 2007-2008 School Year


Moved by Jean Meyer, seconded by Matt Hendel to approve the contract for services between Independent School District No. 299 and Hiawatha Valley Mental Health Center for the 2007-2008 school year.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS


Mr. Doty informed the board that they are starting the school year with approximately seven more students than expected.  He stated that Governor Pawlenty has authorized the STEM Program.  He shared with the board the ACT results from the 8th graders and the ACT Composite Score Trend Data information for our school district.  On Thursday, August 30th, Jane Kise will be the presenter for the Differentiated Instruction Training for teachers.  


Mr. Helmers informed the board that fall sports practices began on Monday.  The National Guard is using the middle/high school building during the disaster relief.  Powerschool training for staff took place last week and went well.  They are transferring student data at this time to Powerschool and working on the schedules.  He is hoping the schedules will be completed this week.  Middle school and high school orientations will be held on Tuesday night, August 28th.  

Mrs. Hesse informed the board that she has completed the elementary curriculum document for parents.  She shared with the board a copy of the August Inservice agenda.


Superintendent Moriarty informed the board the elementary gym floor is approximately half completed.  The fence at the middle/high school building has been repaired from the previous wind storm.  It will cost the school district approximately $6,000.00 to touch up some repair spots in the elementary building roof.  The new district phone system is installed.  Mr. Evan Thimmesch is in the process of installing the pro-engineering lab.  The energy project at the middle/high school building is on schedule and will be completed by the time school begins.  Governor Pawlenty was in the middle/high school building today declaring our area as a disaster due to the recent flooding.  Mr. Moriarty attended the Superintendent’s Conference last week.  The AYP scores will be released to the public during the first day of the Minnesota State Fair.  


Mrs. Runningen was absent.  Mrs. Busta shared with the board an update regarding the ECFE and School Readiness programs for the 2007-2008 school year.  

OLD BUSINESS ITEMS

The board reviewed Section 700 of the District No. 299 Policy Manual with no changes to be made.  The board will review Section 800 at the September regular school board meeting.

NEW BUSINESS ITEMS


The board did the first reading of Policy #608 – Organization of Grade Levels and will act on this policy at the September regular school board meeting.  

DIRECTOR’S REPORTS


Chair Fruechte informed the board that the MSBA Area District Fall Meeting will be held in Lewiston-Altura on September 12th.  


The next teacher negotiations meeting will be held on September 10th.  

ADJOURNMENT


Moved by Joyce Knutson, seconded by Matt Hendel to adjourn the meeting at 9:01 p.m.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.









Jean Meyer, Clerk
