Special Meeting

Board of Education

April 8, 2012

7:00 PM

This special meeting opened with roll call.  Bauder, Knobloch, Lee, Moser, and Van Hill were present. Supt. Hargens was also in attendance.

Motion # 2750

Moved by Lee and seconded by Bauder to approve the agenda.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Supt. Hargens reviewed the West Lyon budget for FY14.  Proof of publication was presented as proof that the budget was published in the West Lyon Herald on March 27th.  Hargens said that valuations in the district increased by 13.42%.  Property taxes for the general fund will increase by $487,235 and total property taxes will increase by $512,312 when compared to FY13. The total levy rate will decrease by $.51587 per thousand dollars of valuation when compared to FY13.  No visitors spoke in opposition to the proposed budget.

Motion # 2751

Moved by Knobloch and seconded by Moser to adjourn this special meeting at 7:10 PM.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Regular Meeting
Board of Education
April 8, 2013

7:15 PM

This regular meeting opened with roll call.  Bauder, Knobloch, Lee, Moser, and Van Hill were present.  Supt. Hargens and Principals Jiskoot and Snyder were also in attendance.

Motion # 2752

Moved by Moser and seconded by Lee to approve the agenda.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.  

Motion # 2753

Moved by Bauder and seconded by Moser to approve the consent items including the following bills.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

The Board formally recognized the following Students of the Month:  Cody Doherty-academics, Bridget Hovaldt-arts, Kinzi Blomgren-service, and Tyler Van Middendorp-sportsmanship.

Supt. Hargens reported that the last day for students is currently May 21st. This will change if any snow days are used.  Hargens also reported on the design of the security system improvements that will be set in place at the start of the 2013-14 school year.  
Motion # 2754

Moved by Lee and seconded by Moser to adopt the FY14 Budget as published in the West Lyon Herald on March 27, 2013.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Motion # 2755

Moved by Bauder and seconded by Knobloch to set the income surtax rate at 10% for the FY14 Budget.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Supt. Hargens reviewed the FY14 employee requests for gaming grants.

Motion # 2756

Moved by Knobloch and seconded by Lee to approve the list of gaming grant requests as presented.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Supt. Hargens explained the need for a Board Resolution calling for a waiver of the start date for the 2013-14 school year.
Resolution #2757
Director Moser introduced and caused to be read the Resolution hereinafter set out and moved its adoption; seconded by Director Lee after due consideration thereof by the Board, the President put the question upon the adoption of said Resolution and, the roll having been called, the following Directors voted:

Aye:   Bauder, Knobloch, Lee, Moser, Van Hill
Nay:   None
Whereupon the President declared said Resolution duly adopted as follows:
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, pursuant to Iowa Code Sec. 279.10(4), the State of Iowa has granted school districts and nonpublic schools the ability to request a first day of school earlier than the mandated start date; and

WHEREAS, the request is to be made upon a determination by the board that the later start date would have a significant negative educational impact, and

WHEREAS, the Board, in consultation with its community, has determined a later start date would have a significantly negative impact on the educational program due to the direct and indirect impact on student learning and student learning needs, more specifically, 
· Completion of the semester after winter break will require teachers to spend a week in January refreshing students’ memories, effectively adding days of instruction.

· Allowing those students graduating at semester to attend post-secondary instruction starting in January.

· Avoiding the delay of the end of school, due to weather, going into mid-June when students are significantly less likely to be learning than they are in late August. 

· Facilitating dual credit courses for high school students, ensuring they are equipped with post-secondary and career ready skills, with post-secondary institutions by having the calendars aligned.

· Allowing for effective and evidence-based professional development to be spread throughout the school year, rather than front- or end-loaded, in order to improve instruction. 

· Giving teachers and other staff, a small break between the end of the school year and the beginning of summer coursework in June.

· Honoring the community’s desires and needs in the calendar adopted. 

WHEREAS, the Board believes that student achievement first and foremost should drive all education policy decisions.  Any alterations to the current school start date should have data showing how the later start date is more vital to the state of Iowa than the success of its students, its future.  The decision on the school calendar should be made with that in mind as well as the recognition of the community’s involvement and support of the calendar. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board:

Passed and approved this 8th day of April, 2013.

Board President:  Gilbert Van Hill
Attest: Bob Tracy, Board Secretary
Motion # 2758

Moved by Bauder and seconded by Moser to approve the resignations of Gerry Stai as high school instructor, Tessie Crissey as high school instructor, and Tina Johnson as cheerleading advisor.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Motion # 2759

Moved by Lee and seconded by Knobloch to approve contracts for Brent Ripperda as assistant baseball coach, and Lori Rens as cheerleading advisor.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Motion # 2760

Moved by Bauder and seconded by Moser to go into closed session at 8:00 PM.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Regular session resumed at 8:46 PM.

Motion # 2761

Moved by Moser and seconded by Lee to adjourn this meeting at 8:47 PM.  The next regular meeting is set for May 13th at 7:00 PM.

