Regular Meeting
Board of Education

February 13, 2012

7:00 PM

This regular meeting opened with roll call.  Bauder, Knobloch, Lee, Moser and Van Hill were present.  Supt. Hargens and Principals Jiskoot and Snyder were also in attendance.

Motion # 2625

Moved by Lee and seconded by Moser to approve the agenda.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Motion # 2626

Moved by Moser and seconded by Knobloch to approve the consent items including the following bills.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

The Board formally recognized the following Students of the Month:  Jonathan Van Beek (Academics), Meghan Bruggeman (Arts), Kelsey Warner (Service), and Brett Van Beek (Sportsmanship)

Principal Jiskoot reported to the Board that, with the retirement of the current Family Consumer Science instructor, he will be investigating the possibility replacing FCS with a Marketing or Health Occupations curriculum.  Jiskoot also reported that the school will need to hire an additional junior high social studies or junior high English instructor in FY13.

Supt. Hargens told the Board that the school is looking into the possibility of refinancing its outstanding 2004 GOB bonds.  Given today’s interest rates, the district could save a substantial amount in what otherwise would be paid in future interest.  Hargens also distributed proposed changes to Director District boundaries.  The changes are the result of shifts in population as a noted in the latest census.  No action was taken on the boundaries.
Principal Snyder reported that the school will need to add staff due to increases in enrollment.  The areas of band, vocal, kindergarten and third grade were noted as areas possibly needing increased staff/time.

The possibility of investing school district funds in money market accounts at local banks was discussed.  The district currently invests excess funds in certificates of deposit, but may be able to get better interest rates using money market accounts.  No action was taken.

Motion # 2627

Moved by Bauder and seconded by Knobloch to approve the Early Retirement request by Marj Wollman.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Motion #2628

Moved by Lee and seconded by Moser to approve the retirements of Connie Rentschler and Alan Snyders.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.
The Board held its public hearing for the proposed 2012-13 school calendar.  No opposition was heard to the proposed calendar.

Motion # 2629

Moved by Moser and seconded by Bauder to approve the 2012-13 school calendar as presented.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Motion # 2630

Moved by Knobloch and seconded by Lee to approve contracts for Gary Schacht and Craig Winquist as school bus drivers.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Motion # 2631

Moved by Lee and seconded by Knobloch to approve the amended Modified Allowable Growth amount of $191,198.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Motion # 2632

Moved by Moser and seconded by Bauder to go into closed session at 8:28 PM to discuss the status of contract negotiations with the WLEA.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Regular session resumed at 8:40 PM.

Motion # 2633

Moved by Bauder and seconded by Knobloch to adjourn this regular meeting at 8:42 PM.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.  The next regular meeting is set for March 12th at 7:00 PM.

