Regular Meeting

Board of Education

December 14, 2009

7:00 PM.

This regular meeting was opened with roll call.  Knobloch, Lee, Moser, Paulsen, and Van Hill were present.  Supt. Hargens and Principals Jiskoot and Snyder were also in attendance.

Motion # 2362

Moved by Moser and seconded by Lee to approve the agenda with the addition of discussion on Instructional Support Levy Resolution of Intent, Approval of Notice for Re-roof bid letting, and Test Score website.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Motion # 2363

Moved by Lee and seconded by Knobloch to approve the consent items including the following bills.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

The Board formally recognized the following Students of the Month:  Academics/Joanna Knoblock, Arts/Shaunae Boer, Citizenship/Tad Meyer, and Sportsmanship/ Lana Meyer.

Principal Jiskoot reported that the Alternative High School that West Lyon helps support through NCC is being discontinued at the end of the semester.  West Lyon currently has one student attending AHS.  Jiskoot said that he recommends that school change to offering classes through Iowa Learning Online (ILO).  He said that he would like to try this method for the one student we currently have in AHS and see how it works.  Classroom space and computers would be made available at West Lyon.  The Board gave its approval to this option.

Superintendent Hargens reported that the district will need to hold an election to extend the Revenue Purpose Statement for the use of Local Option Sales and Services Taxes.  Hargens said that patrons of Lyon County approved the school’s participation in LOSST program and the associated one-cent sales tax and revenue purpose statement in 2003 and was for a period of ten years.  Following that approval, the State legislature passed the Statewide Local Option Sales and Services Tax for all schools.  That law sunsets in 2027.  But the legislature did not extend the Revenue Purpose Statements for schools, so West Lyon’s will need to be extended by public vote.  Hargens said that his preference is to have the election when another entity is also having an election in order to share expenses.  He also stated that the next available date for an election is April 6th and the district must give the county auditor 46 days notice to have an election.

Supt. Hargens said that the initial “kickoff” meeting with ESG for the proposed renovation of the school’s lighting and pneumatic control systems went well.  Hargens distributed a timeline for the work, which should conclude sometime in December of 2010.

Supt. Hargens handed out copies of School Board Policies (505.8, 602.1, 102, 602.6, 401.1, 401.3, 401.4, 303.1, 407.4, 407.2, 407.3) that need slight revisions before the State site review.  Hargens reviewed each policy change and said that he will present them for approval at the January meeting.

The public hearing for the proposed FY2011 school calendar was started.  Supt. Hargens gave the Board and other attendees copies of the proposed calendar for FY2011.  After reviewing crucial dates and answering questions, Hargens reported that he had also given copies of the calendar to the teaching staff and WLEA for their review.  The calendar will be presented for approval at the January meeting.

Supt. Hargens submitted a proposal to extend the Instructional Support Program for an additional five years.  He explained that the Instructional Support Program provides more than $350,000 to the school’s general fund.  Hargens stated that continued funding of the program, which provides the school with an additional 10% of the district cost per pupil, is critical given the recent across the board cut of state aid.  The ISP program is funded by a combination of state aid, property taxes and income surtaxes.  Hargens also explained that West Lyon has participated in the ISP program for twenty years and obviously relies heavily in this funding stream.

Resolution # 2364

Instructional Support Program Levy 

Resolution of Intent

Director Knobloch introduced and caused to be read the Resolution hereinafter set out and moved its adoption; seconded by Director Paulsen; after due consideration thereof by the Board, the President put the question upon the adoption of said Resolution and, the roll being called, the following Directors voted:

Aye:  
Knobloch, Lee, Moser, Paulsen, Van HIll

Nay:  none

Whereupon the President declared said Resolution duly adopted as follows:

RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the West Lyon Community School District deems it necessary and desirable to provide additional funding for the West Lyon Community School District pursuant to the Instructional Support Program; and


WHEREAS, in order to consider participating in the Instructional Support Program, the Board must hold a public hearing on the question of participation and set forth its proposal in the form of a resolution that shall include the method that will be used to fund the Instructional Support Program; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board:

Section 1:
That a public hearing on the West Lyon Community School District’s participation in the Instructional Support Program is set for January 11, 2010, at 7 o’clock p. m. at the West Lyon Community School Library; the Board Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to give notice of the time and place of the public hearing by publishing said notice in the West Lyon Herald not less than ten nor more than twenty days before the date of the public hearing.

Section 2:
That the following, as may be modified as a result of the discussion and input generated at the public hearing, shall be considered for inclusion in the Resolution to Participate  in the Instructional Support Program:

a. The District’s participation in the Instructional Support Program shall be for an amount not to exceed ten (10) percent of the total regular program district cost, including the moneys received pursuant to section 257.14 of the Iowa Code (2009) as a budget adjustment for the budget year.  Participation shall be for five (5) years.  The moneys received for the Instructional Support Program may be used for any permissible general fund purpose, excluding dropout prevention programs, talented and gifted programs, physical plant and equipment levy uses, management levy uses, and special education negative balances.

b. The method that the District will use to fund the Instructional Support Program is instructional support state aid and a combination of instructional support property tax and income surtax (said income surtax not to exceed twenty (20) percent) with any remaining amount necessary to be made up through the instructional support property tax.

Section 3:
That the Board may take action to adopt a Resolution to Participate in the Instructional Support Program following the public hearing.


Section 4:
That all resolutions or orders or parts thereof in conflict herewith be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

Passed and approved      5-0 “yes”.
Gib Van Hill, Board President

Attest:

Robert Tracy, Board Secretary
Supt. Hargens reported that plans are moving forward to continue with the re-roofing project.  Hargens said that all remaining sections of the roof that have not been completed, will be added as alternates to the base bid.  It is hoped that bids will be competitive enough to allow the school to re-roof all the remaining areas.

Motion # 2365

Moved by Moser and seconded by Lee to direct the Board Secretary to publish the Notice of Hearing for the roofing project in the West Lyon Herald.  Motion carried, all members voting “yes”.

Supt. Hargens reported to the Board that test scores for the school can be found on the district’s Web Site.

Motion # 2366

Moved by Knobloch and seconded by Paulsen to adjourn this regular meeting at 8:45 PM.  The next regular meeting is scheduled for January 11, 2010 at 7:00 PM. 
