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Date Assessment Rationale Source of the
Requirement

Estimated
Time

Deadline
September
16th

1st Testing Deadline:
STAR Test-Grades K-8

District Test1 District Test 30 minutes

October
12th

PSAT – Optional Test
Administration-Grade 11

Optional
National College
Admission Test2

Minnesota State
Statues
Sec. 120B.30

2.75 hours

October
26th

Armed Services
Vocational Aptitude
Battery Test
(ASVAB)-Grade 11

District Test3 District Test 3 hours

Deadline
November
18th

2nd Testing deadline:
STAR Test-Grades K-8

District Test1 District Test 30 minutes

Deadline
January
20th

3rd Testing deadline:
STAR Test-Grades K-8

District Test1 District Test 30 minutes

January
30th–
February 3

ACCESS for ELLs
Elementary K Listening
Reading, Speaking and
Writing

Required State
Test4

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

4 hours

February 7
and 8

ACCESS for ELLs
Elementary Grade 1 and
2  Listening, and Reading

Required State
Test4

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

4 hours

February 9
and 10

ACCESS for ELLs
Elementary Grade 3 and
4  Listening, and Reading

Required State
Test4

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

4 hours

February 14
and 15

ACCESS for ELLs
Elementary Grade 5 and
6  Listening, and Reading

Required State
Test4

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

4 hours

February 16
and 17

ACCESS for ELLs
Elementary Grade 1 and
2  Speaking and Writing

Required State
Test4

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

4 hours

February 21
and 22

ACCESS for ELLs
Elementary Grade 3 and
4  Speaking and Writing

Required State
Test4

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

4 hours

February 23
and 24

ACCESS for ELLs
Elementary Grade 5 and
6 Speaking and Writing

Required State
Test4

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

4 hours
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February 27
and 28
Reschedule

ACCESS for ELLs
Elementary Grade 2
Writing

Required State
Test4

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

4 hours

February 27
Reschedule

ACCESS for ELLs
Elementary Grade 5
Writing

Required State
Test4

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

4 hours

February 28
and March
2
Reschedule

ACCESS for ELLs
Elementary Grade 4 and
6  Writing

Required State
Test4

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

4 hours

March  1
and 3
Reschedule

ACCESS for ELLs
Elementary Grade 3
Writing

Required State
Test4

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

4 hours

February
28th and
March 1st

ACCESS for ELLs
Middle School 7-8
Listening and Reading,

Required State
Test4

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

4 hours

March 6th
and 7th

ACCESS for ELLs
High School 9-12
Listening and Reading,

Required State
Test4

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

4 hours

March 8th
and 9th

ACCESS for ELLs
Middle School 7-8
Speaking, and Writing

Required State
Test4

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

4 hours

March 10th
and 13th

ACCESS for ELLs
Middle School 7-8
Speaking, and Writing

Required State
Test4

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

4 hours

March 31st 4th Testing deadline:
STAR Test-Grades K-8

District Test1 District Test 30 minutes

April 4th State ACT Test
11th/12th Grade
Students

Optional
National College
Admission Test2

Minnesota State
Statues Sec.
120B.30

4 hours

April 12th
and 13th

Reading MCA
Grades: 3, 4, 5, 6

Required State
Test5

Minnesota State
Statues Sec.
120B.30

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

2.5-3.5 hours
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April 19th Reading MCA
Grades: 7, 8, 10

Required State
Test5

Minnesota State
Statues Sec.
120B.30

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

2.5-3.5 hours

April 26th Math MCA
Grades: 7, 8, 11

Required State
Test5

Minnesota State
Statues Sec.
120B.30

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

1.5-2.5 hours

April 25th
and 26th

Math MCA
Grades: 3, 4, 5, 6

Required State
Test5

Minnesota State
Statues Sec.
120B.30

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

1.5-2.5 hours

May 2nd Science MCA
Grade: 5

Required State
Test5

Minnesota State
Statues Sec.
120B.30

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

1.5-2 hours

May 3th Science MCA
Grade:  8, 10

Required State
Test5

Minnesota State
Statues Sec.
120B.30

Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA)

1.5-2 hours

May 9th End of the Year Staff
Surveys

Local TDE plan Local 5-8 minutes

*Exact grade level dates and times are subject to change. A more detailed MCA testing schedule will be posted a month before district testing
begins.

Test Rationale Description:
1The STAR is an  assessment to measure and monitor student growth in reading and math.
2The PSAT/ACT are national tests used by colleges and universities for admission and scholarships.  These tests are optional.
3The ASVAB is a multiple-aptitude battery that measures developed abilities and helps predict future academic and occupational success
in the military. It is administered annually to more than one million military applicants, high school, and post-secondary students.
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4The ACCESS for ELLs and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs are the assessments administered to English learners in order to measure progress
toward meeting Minnesota’s standards for English language development.
5The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA) and alternate assessment Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS) are the state
tests that help districts measure student progress toward Minnesota’s academic standards and also meet federal and state legislative
requirements.


