
Happy New Year Bulldogs!

2024 brings a fresh year with new opportunities, new possibilities,
new paths, or perhaps new drive to successfully complete an old
path. Many folks make New Year’s resolutions and if you are one of
those folks, I wish you much success. This year, instead of a
resolution, I’m going to focus on a “word of the year” that will
center my efforts for 2024.

My word for 2024 is belonging. I want everyone in our Lester Prairie learning community to have a
healthy sense of belonging. Belonging means feeling accepted, feeling like a valued part of the
community, and having positive connections with others. Belonging creates a community of
kindness.

What is your word for 2024?
I'd love to hear your thoughts!



Sincerely,
Melissa Radeke
Superintendent

Appointment Notes

It seems that over the past several years, the number of appointments causing students to miss
school has steadily increased. We understand that, many times, it is very di�cult to schedule
appointments before or after school. Please continue to try to do so. If you are unable to, and a
student needs to miss part of a school day for an appointment, they will need to bring a note
from the doctor, dentist, therapist, etc., for it to be excused.

Without a note, the student will be considered unexcused. If the student participates in
extracurricular activities and does not bring a legitimate note, they will be ineligible to
participate in any school-sponsored extracurricular activity that day/evening.
Additionally, students must be in school by the beginning of the third hour to be eligible to
participate in any school-sponsored extracurricular activity that day/evening.

Happy New Years from the Activities Department

The Junior High Knowledge Bowl team has had two competitions and were great representatives
of Lester Prairie School. The Senior competitions will be starting in the next couple of weeks, with
Lester Prairie hosting a meet in early February.

The One Act Play cast and crew have been getting ready to present “Bus Stop” at the Minnesota
River Conference One Act Play Festival which will take place at LeSueur Henderson High School
on January 13th.

Future Hoopsters will begin on Saturday Jan. 6th and be held each Saturday in January. Future
Hoopster night will be Thursday Feb. 1st during halftime of the Boys Varsity Basketball game.

The Girls and Boys basketball and Wrestling are all in mid season. Make sure to check the school
website for dates and times to come out and support the Bulldogs.



FAFSA Update
The new Free Application for Federal Student Aid o�cially opened on December 31, 2023. The
application process has been simpli�ed and will expand eligibility for students to hopefully have a
better chance to receive more aid. You �nd more information about the changes to the FAFSA
here. There are also many helpful resources to help you in the application process here.

Seniors and Parents of Seniors Lester Prairie School will have a Financial Aid Night on Wednesday,
January 31st @ 6. This is an excellent opportunity for you to learn more about the FAFSA process
and other �nancial aid opportunities.

https://studentaid.gov/announcements-events/fafsa-support
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa




Free COVID-19 Tests Available

As of Nov. 20, individual households can order four more free tests through COVID.gov ahead of
the holidays.

Families are also able to get free tests from the School District as long as supplies last.
Please contact the Ashley Heckson in the Health O�ce or email her at:
heckson@lp.k12.mn.us

Does the School District have your most current contact
information?

The School District uses the School Messenger Alert System to
inform parents of school closings, late starts, early outs, and
emergencies. Please make sure we have your current contact
information so you receive our communications!

Community members can sign up to receive our inclement weather and emergency messages
using a form on our website under the Community tab or click here.

Dates to Know:

January 8 - Reorganizational & Regular School Board Mtg 5:45pm
January 9 - PTO 6pm in Commons
January 15 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - no school
February 12 - Regular School Board Mtg 5:45pm
February 19 - President's Day - no school

Next School Board Meeting: Monday, January 8th at
5:45pm in the Media Center
Please visit the School Board tab on our website to view upcoming
Board Meeting agendas.
https://www.lp.k12.mn.us/page/2452

Do you have any comments or feedback to share?

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNvdmlkLmdvdi90ZXN0cyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzEyMDEuODY0NTM4OTEifQ.K8BW3sWPIi9ozYD7qZ3hHEh5mge7KVP9EQN78Ay1vMc/s/1005291452/br/232037867075-l
mailto:heckson@lp.k12.mn.us
https://www.lp.k12.mn.us/page/4081
https://www.lp.k12.mn.us/page/2452


We would love to hear from you because your voice is important to us. Please click on the Google
Form below. Thank you!

Comments and Feedback
We would love to hear your thoughts and/or feedback about our school district. Please 
include your contact information so we can follow up with you.

Sign in to Google to save your progress. Learn more

* Indicates required question

It is the mission of ISD 424 to develop every learner to the learner's maximum potential, to
succeed and continue to learn in a changing world.

Lester Prairie Schools

Email: radeke@lp.k12.mn.us
Website: https://www.lp.k12.mn.us
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