Choosing a Data Collection Method

	Type of Behavior
	Data Collection Method

	The behavior does not occur that often
	Frequency Count/Event Recording, ABC

	We need to know exactly how many times the behavior occurs per day
	Frequency Count/Event Recording, ABC

	The behavior is easy to count and the length of the observation time varies day to day
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Frequency Count/Event Recording, ABC

	When the major concern is the length of time spent in a behavior, and beginning and end is easily observed (e.g. amount of time out of seat, tantrums)
	Duration

	When we need to know the length of time a behavior occurs
	Duration

	We need to know how often or specific times that a behavior occurs
	Interval

	When the concern regards how much time a student is engaged in learning tasks; time on task
	Interval

	The behavior occurs at a high frequency
	Interval

	The behavior occurs frequently and the duration is very short
	Interval, Momentary Time Sampling

	The behavior occurs constantly 
	Interval, Momentary Time Sampling

	When the behavior is not easily counted, e.g. hard to tell when it begins or ends, or occurs at a very high rate, e.g., reading, writing, tics, repetitive behavior
	Momentary Time Sampling

	We need to know how long it takes for student to start engaging in a behavior when presented with the opportunity, e.g. given a direction
	Latency

	When the observer wants to observe several behaviors and more than one student
	Momentary Time Sampling

	When you want an overall picture of the student in a setting compared to peers
	Narrative

	When you want to record details of a class period that doesn’t focus on one particular behavior
	Narrative

	When you want to look at the bigger picture of social skills, interactions with others, or response to instruction
	Narrative
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