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STUDENT ACCELERATION TO HIGHER- LEVEL ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES POLICY 

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the promotion of middle school

athletes to compete at a high school level.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

It is the general policy of Pipestone Area School District not to accelerate students from

Middle School (grades 7-8) athletic programs to high school (grades 9-12) athletic programs.

Participation by students on athletic teams representing the high school of Pipestone Area

School will normally be limited to those students who regularly attend high school classes.

Such teams constitute an integral part of the total education program and are primarily

designed to serve the needs of the high school students. This represents a basic guideline

for athletic participation in our school district. However, on rare occasions, a middle school

athlete in the i
h 

or 8th 
grade may be so physically gifted that consideration should be given

to allowing the student to leave their middle school team and compete at the high school

level. Such a decision requires a thoughtful and critical look at:

1) The needs of the student athlete and concern for their physical, mental and emotional

well-being.

2) The effect on the student athlete's current grade level team.

3) The displacement of student athlete's currently on the team of the proposed

acceleration.

At the middle school, emphasis shall be placed on participation and skill development as 

compared to the philosophy of stronger competitiveness and playing to win at the high 

school level. 

Ill. DEFINITIONS: 

Grades 9-12 shall be considered as the high school program. 

Grades 7-8 shall be considered the middle school programs considered for acceleration. 

IV. EXCEPTION:

Some 9th 
grade or junior varsity sports may have limited participants. A 9

th 
grade or 

junior varsity sport that has limited participants may temporarily accelerate middle 

school participants on an as needed basis. The varsity coach of the activity must submit 
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