BY MARK FODE


Brooke Henderson’s fourth hit of the game, a single through the third and shortstop hole, plate the lone run of the game in the 10th inning, giving the Pipestone Arrows a dramatic 1-0 win over Watertown-Mayer in the first-round game of the State Girls’ Softball Tournament Thursday afternoon at Mankato. 


The game was played in fierce winds that whipped up sand and forced periodic stoppages in play. But unlike conditions in the Section 3AA tournament, the wind didn’t outwardly affect play. 


Henderson’s hit scored courtesy runner Brooke Woelber, who ran for winning pitcher Chelsey Evans, and climaxed a tense, scoreless game that centered around the pitching of Pipestone’s Evans and Watertown-Mayer’s southpaw, Liz Reinert. The winning rally started with a single by Bailey Bouman, who was erased when Evans bounced to short for a fielders’ choice. Kayla Rowden grounded a hard single off the glove of third sacker Alyssa Guenigsman, and with two out, Henderson, Pipestone’s top hitter, smacked a grounder through the hole. Woelber scored easily with the first run of the game. 


Evans, who retired the final six Royals hitters, got a big lift on the first play of the bottom of the 10th when shortstop Nicole Buysse went deep into the hole to flag down a grounder by Amanda Edmison, and then fired across the diamond to first baseman Bailey Bouman, who stretched mightily to nip Edimison at first base. Evans, lifted by that play, retired Audrey Wren on a comebacker and fanned Kinsie Stifter for the final out. Stifter was playing because of a pre-game injury to starting shortstop Meredith Miller. 


The game was chock full of rallies, but neither team was able to make a mark on the scoreboard. Pipestone seemed to have the chances early, and Watertown-Mayer mounted two huge rallies late. The biggest Royals rally came in the bottom of the seventh when Amy Lynch sliced a one-out triple over the head of Henderson in rightfield. Needing only to get Lynch home to win the game, the Royals couldn’t get the big hit. Lindsey Varnell, the number two hitter in the lineup, lined out to Steph Rudie at third, and then, Kirsten Fasching was retired on a tap back to the mound. 


Dodging that bullet, Pipestone got in trouble again in the bottom of the eighth when Edmison rapped a leadoff single and Audrey Wren followed with another infield safety, putting runners on first and second with no outs. Stifter sacrificed the runners to second and third and Evans issued an intentional pass to opposing pitcher Reinert, who was two-of-three. 


The bases loaded, Evans had no room for error. She struck out Ashley Neaton on a 1-2 pitch and got another grounder back to the mound from number nine hitter Alicia Pysick to wriggle out of another jam. 


Ironically, Watertown-Mayer lost its best chance to score in the fifth inning, when pinch-runner Meredith Miller bowled over Arrow shortstop Nicole Buysse on Lindsey Varnell’s grounder.  Both players sprawled on the infield, with Miller getting up and running to third. Buysse stayed down for a period and finally recovered to stay in the game. Miller was called out for interfering with a defensive player, and instead of having a serious threat, W-M had two outs and a runner at first. Evans then fanned Kirsten Fasching. 


W-M mounted less serious rallies in the second, when they put runners on first and second, and in the sixth, when Wren walked and pinch-hitter Kelli Burns singled. On both occasions, Evans rose to the challenge, striking out the side in the second. She finished with seven strikeouts against the Royals, a good-hitting team. 


Pipestone also had chances. In the second, the Arrows loaded the bases against Reinert when Henderson got her first hit, a single to right. Karli DeSchepper followed with a walk. But Reinert bore down to get three of the next four hitters on infield tappers. 


The Arrows also got Henderson to third in the fourth on a walk (after she was down 0-2 in the count), a  sacrifice by DeSchepper and an infield single by Steph Rudie with two out. But Reinert got a key strikeout to get out of trouble. 


Reinert had minor problems in the fifth when Bouman singled and moved to second with two out but couldn’t score, and in the sixth when Henderson led off with a double but died on third. Henderson had another two-out two-bagger in the eighth. 


“Brooke (Henderson) was awesome,” Coach Troy Bouman said after the game. “We hit some balls hard, but they were right at people. We also got out of some big jams there.” 


Evans was also awesome, pitching an eight-hit shutout, getting crucial outs when she needed them. She had to be nearly perfect, to overcome the pitching effort of Reinert, who also gave up only eight hits while whiffing 10, three looking. 


Henderson, with four hits, and Bouman, with two, had most of the Arrow hits. Rowden and Rudie also connected for safeties. Lynch had two hits, as did Reinert, for Watertown-Mayer, which finished went to 16-12 after the loss. The Royals, who were runnersup last year, also got hits from Edimison, Wren, Burns and Pysick. 


ARROW NOTES: Reinert came into the game with a 12-9 won-loss record in the Royals’ tough conference, with an earned run average of 1.70. The Royals’ leading hitter was Fasching, who was blanked in four trips by Evans. She batted .344 for the season with two homers. Meredith Miller, who was injured in pre-game warm-ups, batted .333 with one homer while Amy Lynch batted .282. Lynch had one of the big hits for Watertown-Mayer, a triple that looked big in the bottom of the seventh .. Pipestone turned its first of three double plays in the third inning when Lindsey Varnell bunted into a twin-killing, softly lining her bunt to Rudie at third. Rudie also made a catch of Varnell’s liner in the seventh after Lynch’s triple…. The Arrows went two-for-four in the sac bunt category, getting successful bunts from Evans and DeSchepper… Watertown-Mayer also laid down three successful bunts to move runners into scoring position, but went zero-for-12 batting with runners in scoring position. 

PIPESTONE 2, PINE CITY 1


The Arrows made two runs in the first three innings hold up and defeated highly-regarded Pine City, 2-1 in the semifinals Thursday evening. 


The Arrows improved to 25-3 with the win while Pine City fell to 25-3 going into the consolation championship. 


The game was billed as a pitching duel between Pipestone’s Chelsey Evans and Pine City’s Rhiannon Sauter, and it lived up the billing. Sauter, who set a new state record in the first round, fanning 20 batters in a seven-inning win over Dilworth-Glyndon-Felton, struck out nine Arrows, including five in the first two innings. But she also gave up a gigantic homer, into a fierce wind, in the second inning to Kayla Rowden to give PAS a 1-0 lead. She allowed three other hits, but recorded only four additional strikeouts after the second inning. She averaged nearly two strikeouts an inning this season for Pine City, winning all of the team’s games. 


Rowden’s homer was a no-doubt blast over the fence in left-center field, a solo shot that was her seventh homer of the season. 


PAS got its other run, unearned, in the third when Bailey Bouman reached on an error by  third baseman Jordan Willette with one out, and moved up to second on a groundout by Evans. With two outs, Rowden hit a two-hopper that shortstop Kaylee Shepard fielded in the hole, but her throw to first was low, and wasn’t fielded cleanly there by Ashley Greig. Bouman, running all the way, hustled home from second to score PAS’ second run. 


That was all Evans needed to close out the Dragons. She gave up three hits in the final four innings, finishing with 10 strikeouts. She gave up a two-out single by Sarah Vandeberg in the fifth, but she and Buysse teamed up for a great defensive play to end the inning. With Vandeberg at first, Willette slashed a hard smash that Evans knocked down on the mound, and Buysse sprinted in from shortstop to field the ball and throw Willette out by a step. 


In the sixth, Sauter led off with a single to center, was sacrificed to second and got as far as third on Shepard’s ground out. But Evans fired an 0-2 fastball past Danielle Korf for the final out. 


In the seventh, facing the bottom of the Dragon lineup, Evans fanned Samantha Seuntjens, got pinch-hitter Karissa Lange of a ground out and fanned Shannon Segurra for her 10th whiff. 


Pine City got its first run in the second when Glenna Carlson singled to center, moved around on a single by Korf. She scored when Seuntjens laid down a bunt to drive her in with one out. 


Pipestone got some rallies going against the hard-throwing Sauter, who amassed 314 strikeouts this season in going 24-2 going into the tournament. In the second, Buysse singled and stole second before Sauter retired two batters. In the fourth, PAS got something going with two out when Buysse coaxed a walk and again stole second, moving to third when Steph Rudie got an infield single. Rudie then also took second a pitch later before Monger fouled off two full-count pitches and then walked to fill the bases. Nichole Merrill hit the first pitch up the middle, a hard smash that Sauter gloved, and threw to first for the out. 

Evans was dominating in this game, striking out 10 while walking none. Sauter

issued only one walk in facing only six batters over the minimum. 

ARROW NOTES: Pine City came into the tournament with a .354 team batting average, led by Sauter’s .529 mark with six homers. Carlson, who had two hits, batted .477 with 42 hits, and Kaylee Shepard batted .372. Evans held Shepard hitless while Sauter went one-for-three… Henderson made a nice defensive play in the first inning, gliding to her left to grab a liner off the bat of Sauter in right field … Evans got six of her strikeouts from the bottom third of the Pine City lineup … Pine City hitters went zero-for-four with runners in scoring position, Pipestone zero-for-three. 

PIPESTONE (1)

Bouman, 1b

5 0 2 0

Evans, p

4 0 0 0

Woelber, pr

0 1 0 0 

Rowden, c

5 0 1 0

Moser, cr

0 0 0 0

Henderson, rf

4 0 4 1

DeSchepper, DP
3 0 0 0

VanderPoel, cr

0 0 0 0

Buysse, ss

4 0 0 0

Rudie, 3b

4 0 1 0

Monger, lf

4 0 1 0

Merrill, 2b

4 0 0 0

WATERTOWN-MAYER (0)

A. Lynch, cf

3 0 2 0

Varnell, rf

4 0 0 0

Fasching, lf

4 0 0 0

Edimison, DP

5 0 1 0

K. Fasching, cr
0 0 0 0

Wren, c

4 0 1 0

Stifter, ss

3 0 0 0

Burns, ph

1 0 1 0

Reinert, p

3 0 2 0

A. Reinert, cr

0 0 0 0

Neaton, 2b

4 0 0 0

Pysick, 1b

4 0 1 0

Guenigsman, 3b
0 0 0 0

SCORE BY INNINGS:

PIPESTONE 

000 000 000 1 – 1 8 1

WATERTOWN-MAYER
000 000 000 0 – 0 8 0
  

E – None.  2B – Reinert, Henderson 2. 3B – Lynch. SAC – Varnell, Lynch, Stifter, DeSchepper, Evans.  LOB – Pipestone 10, Watertown-Mayer 12

PITCHING

PIPESTONE 

IP
H
R
ER
BB
SO

Evans (W)

10
8
0
0
3
7

WATERTOWN-MAYER

L. Reinert (L)

10
8
1
1
2
10

PIPESTONE (2)

Bouman, 1b

3 1 0 0 

Evans, p

3 0 0 0

Rowden, c

3 1 2 1

Woelber, cr

0 0 0 0

Henderson, rf

3 0 0 0

DeSchepper, DP
3 0 0 0

Buysse, ss

2 0 1 0

Rudie, 3b

2 0 1 0

Monger, lf

1 0 0 0

Merrill, 2b

2 0 0 0

VanderPoel, cf

0 0 0 0

PINE CITY (1)

Vandeberg, cf

3 0 1 0

Willette, 3b

3 01 0

Sauter, p

3 0 1 0

Carlson, c

2 1 2 0

Shepard, ss

3 0 0 0

Korf, 2b

3 0 1 0

Seuntjens, lf

3 0 0 0

Greig, 1b

1 0 0 0

Borich, ph

1 0 0 0

Lange, ph

1 0 0 0

Segarra, rf

3 0 0 0

SCORE BY INNINGS:

Pine City

010 000 0 – 1 6 1

Pipestone

101 000 x – 2 4 0

E – Willette. 2B – None. HR – Rowden. LOB – Pipestone 4, Pine City 5. 

PITCHING

PIPESTONE 

IP
H
R
ER
BB
SO

Evans (W)

7
6
1
1
0
11

PINE CITY

Sauter (L)

6
4
2
1
2
9

PIPESTONE (1)

Bouman, 1b

7 0 1 0

Evans, p

7 0 0 0

Moser, cr

0 0 0 0

Rowden, c

7 0 2 0

Woelber, pr

0 0 0 0

Henderson, rf

7 1 3 0

DeSchepper, DP
7 0 1 0

VanderPoel, pr
0 0 0 0

Buysse, ss

7 0 0 0

Rudie, 3b

7 0 1 0

Monger, lf

7 0 0 0 

Merrill, 2b

6 0 1 0

ST.ANTHONY VILLAGE (0)

Zurbey, lf

7 0 1 0

J. Tusa, 1b

6 0 1 0

Bridgeman, c

7 0 2 0

R. Tusa, p

6 0 1 0

B. Myhran, cr-DP
2 0 0 0

Schmidtbauer, ph
1 0 0 0

Antilla, ss

6 0 3 0

Ostrom, 2b

6 0 0 0

Fabian, DP

3 0 0 0

Daher, cf

6 0 0 0

Ranallo, lf

6 0 0 0

SCORE BY INNINGS:

Pipestone

000 000 000 000 000 01 – 1 10 1

St. Anthony Village
000 000 000 000 000 00 – 0 8 5

E – Merrill, J. Tusa 2, R. Tusa 2, Schmidtbauer. 2B – Henderson, Merrill. SAC – J. Tusa, DeSchepper. LOB – Pipestone 10, St. Anthony Village 7. 

PITCHING

PIPESTONE 

IP
H
R
ER
BB
SO

Evans (W)

17
8
0
0
1
18

ST. ANTHONY VILLAGE

R. Tusa (L)

17
10
1
0
0
21

-

