Course Information
Physical Science 1&2                                         
http://www.kassonmh.new.rschooltoday.com/page/3092

Instructor Information:
Mr. Jared Pittman
Room 604
507-634-1186
j.pittman@komets.k12.mn.us 

1.)  Materials to bring every day
Textbook, Notebook/folder, Writing utensil, Note packet, Assignment, Calculator (lab work), positive attitude!  Please do your best to bring everything you need and be prepared for each and every class.  

2.)  Grading Procedures  
Grading of all items will be based off of the DISTRICT GRADING SCALE.  
Coursework grade is earned throughout the quarter doing the day to day assignments and tests.  Course work grade accounts for 80% of the overall quarter grade.

Homework ~ 5% of coursework grade
Quizzes ~ 5% of coursework grade
Projects ~ 15% of coursework grade
Labs ~ 15% of coursework grade
Test ~ 60% of coursework grade

The Final Test at the end of the quarter accounts 20%  of the overall quarter grade.

3.)  TESTS 
Note packets, homework assignments and the book will be helpful study guides as you prepare for the tests.  	

4.)  ASSIGNMENTS
I expect that assignments will be turned in on the due date.  I will collect assignments at the beginning of class. Any assignment not complete will only receive partial credit for what is turned in.  Assignments not turned in will lose 10% per day until assignment is turned in until a minimum of 30% can be achieved past the 7th day.  

5.)  EXTRA CREDIT POLICY
There is no extra extra!

6.)  NOTES
Students will be provided guided note packets but are responsible for taking their own notes in class from lecture and what is presented via powerpoint and spoken.

7.)  PLAGIARISM & CHEATING
DEFINITION OF CHEATING: to practice fraud or deceit, to violate rules or regulations, to complete an assignment or test in a dishonest way, as by improper access to answers.
Includes: Writing on the hand, desk, book/notebook, folder, calculator, clothing or a separate piece of paper, the use of cell phones, using someone else’s assignment to “look at quick” (then writing down all of their answers), taking assignments out of the basket that have already been turned in and copying answers.
DEFINITION OF PLAGIARISM: the unauthorized use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of another author and the representation of them as one's own original work.
Includes: Not properly citing references in projects, cutting and pasting information directly from a resource without proper quoting, “re-wording” entire passages or paragraphs for a paper or essay.


8.)  Absences/Tardies/Make-up Work
Class will start on time.  If you enter the classroom after the bell has rung- YOU ARE LATE.  NOTE:  JUST BECAUSE YOUR BOOKS ARE IN THE ROOM DOES NOT MEAN THAT YOU ARE “SAFE” FROM A TARDY.  YOU MUST BE IN THE ROOM!!!!   Please refer to the student handbook for more information.

IF you are absent- it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to get your make-up work.  You receive 2 days to make up your work- after that time has expired- your assignment will turn into a zero. Absences on test days require IMMEDIATE MAKE-UP upon your return.  After 2 days- that test score will ce “Missing” (worth ZERO) and Incomplete until it is made up (on your OWN TIME!). 

9.)  Expectations
Behavior Expectations:
1) Be on time to class – if you are not in your seat when the bell rings, you are tardy
2) Be respectful to self and others – do not talk out of turn, disrupt class, or be unsafe
3) Be prepared to learn – have all materials with you and bathroom, drink of water, etc. taken care of
4) No food, beverages, or gum - unless otherwise noted- this is a science lab
5) Put forth your best effort – take notes, participate, and do your own work

Assignment expectations: 
1) Professional – ink will be blue or black, papers will not be wrinkled, spelling and grammar do count
2) Legible – unreadable work must be redone and turned in again
3) Thoughtful – be sure that your answers make sense! Put effort into your work
4) Labeled – up to 10% point reduction for assignments missing name, date, or class period 
5) On time – loss of up to 10% each day late up to 7 days (maximum of 30%)


10.)  Questions and Concerns
Please, please, please do not be afraid to ask me questions about homework, test, projects, papers or anything we discuss in class.  I will be available to you before school, during my prep, lunch and after school.  I want you to succeed, and I believe that in order for you to accomplish that we need to work hard and help each other out.  WE ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER!!!   


The guidelines and policies in the KMHS student handbook apply to this course, classroom, and lab.  The information in this syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.  Please indicate that you have read and understand this syllabus and the expectations for the course by signing below.


______________________________	__________________________________    	_________
student’s name					student’s signature				date


_____________________________		__________________________________    	_________
parent/guardian’s name				parent/guardian’s signature			date
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