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OHPEHUVKLS $FFRPPRGDWLRQV 2024 Midyear Membership
2021-22 2022-23 2024 Increase Current Record
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BRUCE D. WHITEHEAD DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AMWARD BRUCED:WIHITENEAD DISTINCINCHED SERVICE AWARD

Carlos Cave, CMAA

Bluffton, South Carolina

Carlos Cave, CMAA, has bean an
athletic administrator since 2005
and is currently the district athlatic
director of the Beaufort County
School District (BCSD) in Bluffton,
South Carolina. Prior to his appoint-
ment as district athletic director,
Cave wias athletic director of Whale
Branch Early College High School
for 11 years after beginning his
career a5 & teacher and coach in the
Allendale County School District

AL the state bved, Covee serves on the execu-
tive board of the South Carclina Athletic Ad-
ministrators Association (SCAAA) and was the
MSOCIALONS president in 2014-15, He i an LTI
coordinator and state faculty instructor, and he
has been a workshop presenter a1 SCAAA state
conferences. He also is a member of the South
Carolina Football Coaches Association and the
South Caroling Cross Country and Track and
Fiebe Coaches Association.

Carve ali0 has biven a major contributor to the
South Carclina High School League (SCHSL) and

currently serves a5 vice president of
the SCH5L Executive Committes.

Within the MIAAA, Cave is a
Leadership Training Institwie (LTI
national faculty member for Leader-
ship Training Course (LTC) 608 and
contributed to the cowrse revision
in 2022, He o also a certibed test
administrator and has completed
more than 30 LTCs

Cave has been a contributor to
the Mational Athletic Directors Con-
ference (NADC), including service on the NADC
Advisory Committee. He was a member of the
Blue Ribbon Panel. and he has been a presenter
and state délegate on feveral OOCARONT

Among his awards, Cave has received the
MIAAA Seate Award of Met, SCAAM Region
Athletic Director of the Year, SCAAA Classifica-
tion Athletic Dircctor of the Year and the SCAARL
Statewide Athletic Director of the Year, He was
alzo nominated several times for the SCARA

Framk Kowvalésid Professional Development Award,

BRUCE D. WHITEHEAD DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

elly Fish, CMAA

re 1, Tennessee

B
b

en

Kedly Fich has served on the staff
at Curréy Ingram Acaderny in Brént-
wood, Tennesses, since 2071 She
was director of athletics for grades
5-12 for 11 years. and last year,
was promoted to assistant head of
school for acvancement and strate-
gic indtiatives, She previously worked
at Belmaont University in keadership
positions in both advancement and
athletics.

Fish served as the membership
coordnater for thi: Tennesset Interscholiste
Athletic Administrators Association (TIAAA) from
2016 to 2023, During that teme, the organization
experienced 300-percent gromih and recemed
membership commendations from the NIAAA
rrubtiphé tires

Fish teaches Leadership Training Courses for
the NLAAA, a1 the state and national levels and
serves a5 the course chair for LTC 701, She is our-
rently serving a two-year term as the president of
the TIAAA Board of Directors (2023-25). In 2018,
Fish was named ane of 20 administrators and
educators nationwide as a national team mem-
ber of the Safe Sport Zone,

At the TIAAA State Conference in
2021, Fish presented & workshop,
and she completed a Leadership
Cohort within the Tennessee Associ-
ation of Independent Schools (TAIS)
from 29 1o 2020,

Fish joined the NIAAA member-
ship in 2012 and has attended every
Mational Athletic Directors Confer-
ence since. She was a member of
thie NADC Host Committee for both
of the past two national conferences
in Mashwalle (2016, 2022), and she was chaar of
last year's Host Committee.

Fish has taken 26 Leadership Training Courses
(LTCs) and was a Leadership Trainang Institute
(LTI} national faculty instructor for LTC 700. She ks
currently on thi national faculty for LTC 701, She
has been a workshop presenter several times,
contributed a5 a Tennesses state delegate, and
been a moderator for LTC sessions.

Among her awards, Fish has recerved the
TiAAA ). Richard Camoll Leadership Award, the
MIAAA State Award of Merit, and the Tennassee
Bruce 0. Whitehead Distinguished Service Award.

THOMAS E. FREDERICK AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

Russell Wambles, CMAA

Orlanda, Florida

Russell Wambles, CMAA, has been
an athletic administrator in Florida
for mare than 25 years, including his
current position as athletic director
at Olympia High School in Orlando,
Florida,

Wambles served two stints as ath-
letic director at Apopka High School
(from 201718 and 2005-11). Between
his stints 3t Apopka, he sérved as
athletic director at Dr. Phillips High
School in Orlando, from 201 to
2017, Previously, Wambles was athletic director
and teacher at Tavares High Schoal from 1998 to
2005, where he also coached varsity baseball.

Throughout his career, Wambles has been ac-
tivee at the state level serving athletic administra-
tors and coaches, Wambles currently serves on
the board of directors of the Florida Interscho-
lastic Athletic Administrators Association (FIAAA),
where he was president in 2013,

Wambles also served on the board of the
directors for the Florida High School Athletic
Association (FH5AA) from 2008 to 2014, He also
served one term on the FHSAA Athletic Director
Advisory Committee and the FHSAA Repre-

semtative Assembly. Wambles was

a member of the Florida Athletic
Coaches Assodation Board of Direc-
tors for four years as well

Wambles joined the NIAAA
membership 18 years 2go and has
made his presence known in mul-
tiple ways. His volunteer positions
include Leadership Traning Institute
(LTI national faculty member, test
administrator, and Mational Initia-
tive and Assistance Network (MIAM)
Committee member,

At the National Athletic Directors Conference,
Wambles. has been a state delegate for Florida
six times and been a member of the Mational
Hast Committee three times from 2005 to 2015,
In NIAAA Section 3 meetings, he has been a
representative for Florida several times.

In 2018, Wambles earned the NIAAA State
Award of Merit. He also led Apopka High School
to eam the Fred Rozelle State Sportsmanship
Award in 2010 and 2019, He also has received
the WFHS Citation, the FIAAA Clarence Noe State
Athletic Director of the Year, and the FIAAA Meri-
tonious Service Award

FRANK KOVALESKI PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AWARD

Lanness Robinson, CMAA

Tampa, Florida

From sérving bocally to being
president of the NIAAA, Lanness
Robanson, Chika, has been a major
contributor 1o the profession of high
school athletic administration. He
cumenthy is the district athletic dinec-
tor at Hillsbomugh County Public
Schaols in Tampa, Florida, and has
more than 20 years of experience as
an athietic administrator,

Robinson's other involvements in
the MIAAA include beng a Lead-
ership Traiming Institute (LTI) state coordinator
since 2007, serving as an LTI national faculty
member for 10 years, and helping revise several
LTI courses. Starting in 2022, Robinson joined
the MIAAA Professional Development Acadermy
(PDoA) Leadership Team. Robinson has completed
4% NIAAA Leadership Training Courses

Before his time as a member of the PDA staff,
Robinrson vedunteered on the MIAAA Board of
Directors for five years. His tenm as NUGAA prei-
dent was in 2020 during the COVID-19 pandem-
i He helped the MlAA and NFHS faclitate the
annual National Athletic Directors Conference
[NADC) to be a virtual conference that year,

Crher involvements in the MU indude
serving as an LT legal course national faculty
membeér, Fourth Strategic Planning Committes

member, Awdrds Commitiee mem-
ber, course revisions/development
committee member for five courses,
and LTI state coordinator since 2007,

Robinson is heavily ireoteed in the
National Athletic Directors Confer-
ence (MADC), presenting al i twaoe
and being on the Host Committes
for five different confenences.

In the: Florida Interscholastic
Athletic Administratons Associa-
e [FLAAA), Robinson is the past
president on the FLAAA Board of Directors and
chair of the FIAAA Strategic Planming Commites,
He was president in 2009-10, and he is a state LTI
nstrecton

At the kocal level, Robinson is the executive di-
mector of the National Footbal Foundation {MFF)
Tampa Chapter, He alse serves ad the chair of a
Sports Medicine Advisory Comemitbes and the
executive director of the Freddie Solomon Lega-
¢y Foundation. Within his school district, he has
helped raise and present more than §1 million in
scholarships 10 Student-athietes.

Robinson has been honored previoushy with an
NlaAs Bruce D Whitehead Distinguished Service
Awward, MFHS Citation, FLAAA Dr. Clarence Noe
Athletic Derector of the Year and NIAAA State
Bowared of Merit,

Mike Ellson, CMAA

Mashwille, Tennessee

Mike Ellson, Chah, gave 30 years
as a director of athletics before re-
tiring a fesw years ago. He exernpli-
fed great dedication and spent his
entire athbetic administration career
working 3t Christ Présbytérian Acad-
emy in Mashville, Tennesses.

I Christ Présbyterian Academy’s
third year of existence, Ellsan built
the athletic program from scratch.
He personally bed and coached all
athletic teams in 1887 and served as
the only athletic dinector, He recrsted volunteers
1o serve in the athletic booster club and athletic
alllance. Ellson mentored and evakeated coaches
in sports including golf cheerleading. foathball,
basketball, soccer and more

Elson also hedped develop the sports medicine
program at Chist Presiyyierian, He did so with
assistance from local physicians and physical
therapy institutions, as well as consuling with a
NEEOILRGE0n reganding concusHions.

Ellson éamed his Certifed Athletic Administra-
nor (CAA) designation in 2005 and his Cerfed
Master Athletic Administrator (CMAA) designa-
tion in 2008. He has completed more than 50
Leadership Training Courses and is the chair of
LTC 75 and co-chair of LTC 716. For more than
10 years, Ellson served as a state coordinator for
Tennessee.

Currently, Elson works with the
HIAAA Profiessional Development
Acadermy stafl He oversees universi-
Ty partnerships, the Quality Program
Asgessment, MIAAA-U Cohorts and
néw course dévelopment, Ellion
himmsalf successfully completed the
OPA process when he was an athlet-
ic administrator. In addition, Ellson
completed an MIAAA-U Cohort and
has served as a mentos for athers.

As @ memiber of the Tennesces
Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association
(TIAARA), Ellson has anended more than 30 state
conferences and been a TIAAA board member
since 2007, He was the TIAAA newsletter editor fior
several years. On the TIAAA board, Elson served
a term as president and currently serves. as the
organization’s executive direcior

At the Mational Athletic Directors Conference
(MADC), Ellson has been a workshop presenter
and taught Leadership Training clises. At the
annual NIAAK State Coordinators Summit, Ellson
has contributed by presenting, moderating and
mentoring new cooedinators. Ellson served on
the Host Cormmittes for the 2022 national con-
ference in Nashville,

Ellson’s honars incdlude the NLAAA Frank
Eowaleki Professional Development Award and
HIAAA State Award of Merit.

2023 RECIPMENTS

Lauren Otero, CMAA

Tampa, Florida

Since her first year as an athlet-

i director in 2009, Lauren Oteno,
CMAA, has guickly fisen 10 be

one of the maost respected athletic
administrators in Flosida and the
nation. After frve years as athletic
dwactor of Leta High Schoal, Oteno
worked as the athletic director of
Plant High School for seven years
betore joming Hillsborough County
Public Schools (HCPS) as project
manager of athletic facilities in 2021,

I her cement role, Otero has been a presenter
ot the Fulure Leaders Academy Addistant Prin-
cipals Surnmer Confinence, wad 3 charter bud/
travel agency bid selection committee member, a
commithee member of the athletics department’s
Guidebook of Procedures review team, co-chair
of the Sports Medicine Advisory Committee and
developer of the HCPS mentoding program for
new athletic administrators.

At the state level, Olero served a5 the first
female president of the Florida High School Ath-
letic Association (FHSAA) Board of Directors. She
aleo served on the FHEAA Representative Assem-
by, was a presenter at the Compliance Seminar
and served as chair of the FHSAA Operations:
Comeniites

In addition, Otero has served on
the Flonida Interschodastic Ath-
letic Adrrinistrmons Association
(FIAAA) Board of Directors since
202, During her time on the Board,
she has served on the Leadership
Council Committes, chaired the
Audit and Review Committes, s a
LT} instructor, has been a conference
presentes, and currently seres as
State Awards chair,

Natipnally, Otero obtamed her
(CAA distinction in her first year of MIAAA mem-
bership and then eamed her CMAA centification
tw yars later, She is currently one of o fe-
imale athletic administrators in Flonda who have
eamed a CMAA. She has been on the Mational
Athletic Dwectors Conference (NADC) Host
Committee and was serving as chair of the Host
Committee fior the 2020 NADC in Tampa until it
had to be cancelled due 1o the pandermic

Citero is 2 National Faculty member, served on
the MIAAA Awards Commetiee, has been a Flor-
wla delegate and was a member of the Finance
Subcommitiee for the: MIAAXS 5th Strategec
Plan, She currently serves as the secretary of the
NIAAA Board of Directors.



NIAAA Awards — Key Deadlines

« Student Scholarship/Essay
Due to State NIAAA Liaison prior to Spring Section Meeting (varies by section)
* Frank Kovaleski Professional Development Award

+ Due to NIAAA Board Section Rep a minimum of one week prior to Spring Section Meeting
(varies by section). Will be done through FinalForms this year.

* Bruce D. Whitehead Distinguished Service Award
Due to NIAAA by April 1

« NFHS Citation
Due to NIAAA by April 1

« Hall of Fame
Due to NIAAA by July 1

- State Award of Merit

Due to NIAAA on a rolling basis; Must be in by October 1 for inclusion in Winter JAA
Magazine

6TH STRATEGIC
LEADERSHIP TEAM

NIAAA Membership Database Transition

HTWE o













